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Mission Statement

Making a difference in the lives of disabled
veterans and their families



NATIONAL CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE | - NAME

Section 1: The name of the organization shall
be "Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary."

Section 2: Whenever used in the Constitution
or in the National Bylaws the words: "parent or-
ganization" and the initials "D.AV." are in-
tended to mean the National Organization of the
Disabled American Veterans.

ARTICLE Il - PURPOSE

Section 1: The purpose of the "Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans Auxiliary" shall be to uphold and
maintain the Constitution and laws of the United
States; to realize the true American ideals and
aims for which those eligible for Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans membership fought; to advance
the interests and work for the betterment of all
wounded, injured, and disabled veterans; to co-
operate with all patriotic organizations and pub-
lic agencies devoted to the cause of improving
and advancing the condition, health and inter-
est of wounded, injured or disabled veterans
and their families; to stimulate a feeling of mu-
tual devotion, helpfulness and comradeship
among all members and to encourage in all
people that spirit of understanding which will
guard against future wars.

ARTICLE il - ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Any person who is eligible for mem-
bership in the Disabled American Veterans is
also eligible for membership in the Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary.
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Section 2: Any person who has served in the
armed forces of the United States of America,
who has not been dishonorably discharged or
separated from such service, and who is not
otherwise eligible for membership in the Disa-
bled American Veterans, is eligible for member-
ship in the Disabled American Veterans Auxil-
iary.

Section 3: The family and extended family
members of any person (or any deceased per-
son) eligible for membership in the Disabled
American Veterans, are eligible for membership
in the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 4: The family and extended family
members of any person injured and may still be
in active service in the armed forces of the
United States of America and eligible for mem-
bership in the Disabled American Veterans, are
eligible for membership in the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 5: The family and extended family
members of any person who served with the
armed forces of any nation associated with the
United States of America as an ally, was honor-
ably discharged, and became an American citi-
zen, are eligible for membership in the Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 6: The family and extended family
members of any person who has served in the
armed forces of the United States of America
and has not been dishonorably discharged or
separated from such service are eligible for
membership in the Disabled American Veter-
ans Auxiliary.
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Section 7: The family and extended family of
Auxiliary members who are not otherwise eligi-
ble for membership are eligible for membership
in the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 8: Any member in good standing and
eligible for membership in both the parent or-
ganization and the Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary shall be eligible to vote, hold an
elected or appointed office and/or chairmanship
in the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
when not holding an elected or appointed office
and/or chairmanship in the Disabled American
Veterans.

ARTICLE IV - ADMINISTRATION

Section 1: The Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary is organized under the provisions of
Article VIII of the National Constitution of the
Disabled American Veterans and is subject to
its supervision and recommendations.

Section 2: The Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary shall be governed by the Auxiliary
Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 3: The Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary is organized to include the National
Executive Committee, State Departments and
Local Units.

Section 4: The administrative affairs of this or-
ganization shall be vested in a National Execu-
tive Committee, to be composed of the National
Commander, Immediate Past National Com-
mander, National Senior and Junior Vice
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Commanders, and one National Executive
Committee Member from each National District.

Section 5: Each National Convention shall
elect a National Commander, a National Senior
Vice Commander, four National Junior Vice
Commanders, and a National Judge Advocate.

ARTICLE V - AMENDMENTS OF
CONSTITUTION
Section 1: This Constitution may be amended
at any National Convention of the Auxiliary by a
majority of the votes cast by the accredited del-
egates, if and when three-fourths of the auxil-
iary units then in existence and in good stand-
ing, shall have ratified the proposed amend-
ments, which ratifications must take place prior
to the next National Convention.



NATIONAL BYLAWS
ARTICLE | - NATIONAL CONVENTION

Section 1: Governing Bodies

The governing bodies of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans Auxiliary shall be the National
Convention, the National Executive Committee,
and the Delegates of the State Departments
and Units.

The National Executive Committee of the
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary shall
have the authority to approve minutes of all Na-
tional Conventions of the Disabled American
Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 2: Supreme Power

The supreme power of the Organization is
vested in a National Convention to be attended
in person by those members outlined in Section
1 of this Article and to be held annually at a time
and place selected in a manner provided by
each National Convention of the Disabled
American Veterans.

The National Commander and National Ad-
jutant shall provide the call for each annual con-
vention, credentials and all matters pertaining to
the National Convention not specifically cov-
ered by the National Constitution and Bylaws
and Convention Rules.

Section 3: Composition

The National Convention shall be composed
of the elected national officers, the past national
commanders and the delegates representing
the state departments and units of the organi-
zation.
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Section 4: Delegates

Each elected national officer and each past
national commander shall be entitled to one
vote in the convention.

Each state department shall be entitled to
one elected delegate and one elected alter-
nate. Each unit shall be entitled to one delegate
and one alternate for its charter, and one dele-
gate and one alternate for each twenty-five life
members or major fraction thereof whose unit
strength has been verified by national head-
quarters.

Each unit delegation shall elect a chairman
who votes the total unit strength. When a poll of
any delegation is demanded by a delegate en-
titled to vote, the chairman shall poll the delega-
tion without discussion or debate.

A delegate to a National Convention shall not
be allowed to vote until properly registered,
dues paid for the convention year, and is not in-
debted to the Organization. A member shall not
cast a vote in the National Convention in more
than one representative capacity, or be regis-
tered as a delegate from more than one unit. In
the absence of any delegate, their vote shall be
cast by an elected and properly registered alter-
nate of that Unit/State.

Local Units and State Departments must be
in good standing with the National Organization
for their delegates to vote at National Conven-
tion.



Section 5: Official Rules of the National

Convention

The following Rules of the Convention shall
be adopted and may be amended by a majority
vote at the first business session of National
Convention regardless of anything contained in
Article XVI, Section 1 of these Bylaws.

Rule 1:

Rule 2:

Rule 3:

Rule 4:

Rule 5:

Rule 6:

Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised shall govern except as
hereinafter specifically stated.

Voting shall be viva voce, except
when a roll call is demanded by
the chair, or by at least five (5)
state department delegates from
five (5) separate national districts.

For the purpose of recognition, a
delegate to the Convention must
(1) stand, (2) address the Chair,
(3) state name, unit or state de-
partment or title, and (4) proceed
to speak only after recognition by
the Chair.

Debate shall be limited to five (5)
minutes for each speaker, except
by two-thirds consent.

Not more than two representa-
tives from any one delegation
shall be permitted to discuss any
one subject, except by two-thirds
consent.

Recognition shall be granted only
once to any one speaker on any
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Rule 7:

Rule 8:

Rule 9:

one subject. A rebuttal of not more
than three (3) minutes may be
permitted. Additional recognition
may be granted by two-thirds con-
sent.

All proposed Constitution and By-
law amendments shall be sent to
the National Adjutant no later than
ten (10) days prior to the National
Convention. The amendment(s)
shall be signed by the sponsor.

The National Adjutant shall deliver
all properly prepared resolutions
to the appropriate Convention
Committee. Convention Commit-
tees shall accept for consideration
only such resolutions as have
been properly received through
the office of the National Adjutant.
It is further provided, however,
that no Convention Committee
may give consideration to any res-
olution the subject of which does
not pertain to the duties and func-
tions of the particular Committee
of the Convention. Any Conven-
tion Committee may originate
such resolutions which pertain to
the subject with which they are
charged.

No resolution can be discussed by
the Convention until the same has
been reported by a Convention
Committee, except by unanimous
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Rule 10:

Rule 11:

Rule 12:

consent. Resolutions referred to,
but not favorably reported by such
committee, are in order and may
be called up for consideration by
proponents at the time a motion to
discharge said committee is in or-
der but before such motion to dis-
charge said committee is consid-
ered.

An appointed Credentials Com-
mittee shall determine the eligibil-
ity of all persons seated and vot-
ing in the National Convention
and shall specifically notify the
Convention and the delegates as
to the number of votes to which
each delegation shall be entitled.
Verification by this Committee
shall automatically entitle dele-
gates to vote except on challenge
supported by vote of already ac-
credited delegates and persons
entitled to vote.

Floor privileges including ingress
and egress are extended to all
duly qualified Delegates and Al-
ternates at all times on the con-
vention floor. Floor privileges will
be extended to all other persons
designated by the National Com-
mander or the National Adjutant.

No persons shall participate di-
rectly or indirectly in a vote on any
subject except fully accredited
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Rule 13:

Delegates, or Alternates acting as
Delegates, who have registered
and paid the registration fee.

There shall be no form of unit rule
at a Convention. Should any dele-
gation be entitled to cast more
votes than the number of dele-
gates present, the votes of the ab-
sent delegates shall be cast in the
same proportion as the votes of
those present.

Rule 14: Nominations of National Officers

Rule 15:

Rule 16:

shall be made by the Committee
on Nominations of National Offic-
ers and from the floor of the Con-
vention. Should a seconding
speech be given for a candi-
date, it shall not exceed three
minutes.

The election of National Officers
shall be by viva voce when there
is no contest. In the event a roll
call is required, it shall be in alpha-
betical order, by state, followed by
units in numerical order within the
state.

In the event two or more candi-
dates are nominated for any one
office, roll call(s) shall continue
until completed. The candidate re-
ceiving a majority of the roll call
votes shall be elected.

N-10



Rule 17:

Rule 18:

Rule 19:

Rule 20:

Rule 21:

In the event of a roll call vote, the
tellers appointed by the National
Commander will report the result
of the vote to the National Com-
mander who will then announce
the result of the roll call vote to the
Convention.

Discussion of personal griev-
ances, local conditions, or claims
concerning one individual only
with respect to their personal in-
terest, shall not be in order before
the convention, but may be dis-
cussed before a committee of the
convention with the approval of
the respective committee.

In conformity with the National By-
laws, the National Officers shall
serve as the Officers of the Con-
vention. The National Adjutant
shall serve as the Adjutant and
Secretary of the Convention.

Any person who has talked for or
against any motion, resolution, or
report on the Convention floor
shall not be permitted to make a
motion to table any such motion,
resolution, or report.

Prior to the first day of the Con-
vention each District shall caucus
to elect or appoint a representa-
tive to serve on the Standing
Committees of the Convention.
They shall meet at the call of the
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Convention, the Chairman of the
Committee, or the Committee Ad-
visor.

Each Committee Chairman shall report the
conclusions of their Committee in writing to the
National Adjutant. Each Committee Chairman
shall present a report of their Committee to the
Convention when called upon to do so by the
Chair. The report shall be signed by a majority
of the members of the Committee.

Each National Chairman shall serve as advi-
sor to their respective committee. Other com-
mittee advisors shall be assigned by the Na-
tional Commander. Each advisor shall attend
the meetings of their committee and enter into
committee discussions without the privilege of
voting.

A. The following committees are elected
committees:

1. Committee on Constitution and By-
laws: This Committee shall give con-
sideration to those resolutions which
pertain to proposed amendments to
the National Constitution and Bylaws,
the Standard State Department By-
laws, the Standard Local Unit Bylaws,
and the Official Ritual. The committee
will present their recommendations to
the convention delegates.

2. Committee on Nomination of Na-
tional Officers: This Committee shall
consider and present to the National
Convention a slate of candidates
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which it shall nominate as National Of-
ficers.

B. The following Committees are appointed:

Committees on Americanism, Com-
munity Service, Junior Activities, Leg-
islation, Mae Holmes Outstanding
Unit Award and VAVS: These commit-
tees shall consider all matters relating to
their programs and shall designate the
winner(s) of their respective awards.

ARTICLE Il - NATIONAL OFFICERS

Section 1: Elected National Officers

The National Convention shall elect a Na-
tional Commander, a National Senior Vice
Commander, a National First Junior Vice Com-
mander, a National Second Junior Vice Com-
mander, a National Third Junior Vice Com-
mander, a National Fourth Junior Vice Com-
mander, and a National Judge Advocate. Not
more than one Vice Commander shall be
elected from any one State or Territory.



Section 2: Appointed National Officers

The National Commander, with the consent
of the National Executive Committee, shall ap-
point a National Adjutant, a recommended Na-
tional Assistant Adjutant(s), a National Chaplain
and a National Sergeant at Arms.

Section 3: Eligibility for National Office

Only members in good standing in a Char-
tered Unit for the past twelve (12) months shall
be eligible to serve as an elected or appointed
National Officer, National Executive Committee
Member and Alternate, National Chairman, and
National VAVS Representative and Deputy(s).

A member shall not be eligible for election as
National Commander who has not served as an
elected National Officer or a National Executive
Committee Member.

Elected National Officers shall not be eligible
to serve simultaneously as the Commander of
any State Department.

ARTICLE Ill - DUTIES OF NATIONAL
OFFICERS

Section 1: National Commander

The executive power of this organization
shall be vested in the National Commander.

The National Commander, in addition to
other duties or powers set forth in the Auxiliary
National Constitution and Bylaws, shall be the
presiding officer of the National Convention and
the National Executive Committee meetings
and shall appoint such committees as may be
authorized by the National Convention, or the
National Executive Committee. Additional
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appointments may be made when deemed nec-
essary.

The National Commander shall appoint a
National Junior Activities Chairman, National
VAVS Representative, a National Deputy VAVS
Representative who shall be an employee of
the Auxiliary National Headquarters, and a Na-
tional Interim Constitution and Bylaws Commit-
tee.

All appointments of the National Commander
must be approved by the National Executive
Committee.

Section 2: National Vice Commanders

The National Senior Vice Commander shall
be responsible for the Mae Holmes Outstanding
Unit Award Program and shall serve on the Na-
tional Auxiliary Education Program Committee
and preside in the absence of the National
Commander.

The National Senior Vice Commander shall
be invited to attend meetings of the National Fi-
nance Committee and the National Interim Con-
stitution and Bylaws Committee, without voice
or vote, in order to gain knowledge of the work
involved on these National Committees.

The National First Junior Vice Commander
shall be responsible for the National Member-
ship program.

The National Second Junior Vice Com-
mander shall be responsible for the National
Legislative program.



The National Third Junior Vice Commander
shall be responsible for the National American-
ism program.

The National Fourth Junior Vice Commander
shall be responsible for the National Community
Service program.

Section 3: National Judge Advocate

The National Judge Advocate shall be the le-
gal advisor of this Organization and shall, upon
request of the National Commander, render an
opinion on all questions arising in the National
Organization, and on intraunit, and intradepart-
mental disputes.

The National Judge Advocate shall review all
supplements to state bylaws and/or amend-
ments to state standing rules and shall ad-
vise each state department as to any discrep-
ancies prior to the upcoming national conven-
tion.

The National Judge Advocate shall render an
opinion on questions of parliamentary proce-
dure at all sessions of the National Convention
and National Executive Committee meetings
upon request of the National Commander.

Section 4: National Adjutant

The National Adjutant shall be the Executive
Director of the business and administrative af-
fairs of this Organization. The National Adjutant
shall also be the Secretary and attend the meet-
ings of the National Executive Committee and
the National Finance Committee, but shall have
no vote thereat.
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The National Adjutant shall be subject to,
shall comply with and shall obey all decisions,
resolutions and mandates of each National
Convention, National Executive Committee and
National Finance Committee. The National Ad-
jutant shall send copies of the minutes of each
meeting of the National Executive Committee
and National Finance Committee to each mem-
ber of these committees. Failure to comply with
these provisions by the National Adjutant shall
be cause for dismissal.

The National Adjutant shall recommend to
the National Commander, a National Assistant
Adjutant(s) whose appointment(s) must be ap-
proved by the National Executive Committee.
The National Adjutant may employ additional
personnel as may be deemed necessary to
conduct the business affairs of the office and
shall determine the salary of all personnel with
the consent of the National Finance Committee.

The National Auxiliary Service Program
shall be administered through the Auxiliary Na-
tional Headquarters under the direction of the
National Adjutant.

Section 5: National Chaplain

The National Chaplain shall serve the organ-
ization as spiritual leader in a non-sectarian role
as described in the Official Ritual of the Organ-
ization and shall recite or lead invocations and
benedictions where such prayers are offered.

Section 6: National Sergeant at Arms

The National Sergeant at Arms shall tend
strictly to the preservation of order on the floor
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of the National Convention and shall perform
such other duties as may be required.

ARTICLE IV - TENURE OF OFFICE
Section 1: Elected National Officers

An elected National Commander of the Dis-
abled American Veterans Auxiliary shall not
serve more than one term.

Each elected National Officer shall serve un-
til the adjournment of the succeeding National
Convention or thereafter until a successor is in-
stalled.

In case of the removal of the National Com-
mander from office due to death, resignation or
inability to discharge the duties of office, the
same shall devolve upon the Senior Vice Com-
mander. In the case of the removal, death, res-
ignation, or inability of both the Commander and
the Senior Vice Commander, the duties of the
office shall devolve upon the office of the First
Junior Vice Commander. If further vacancies
occur, the duties shall devolve upon the remain-
ing Vice Commanders in order of their rank.

In the case of the removal of the National
Fourth Junior Vice Commander, the National
Chaplain, or the National Judge Advocate, or of
their death, resignation, or inability to discharge
the duties of their office, the National Com-
mander shall, with the concurrence by majority
vote of the National Executive Committee, ap-
point a successor to fill these vacancies.
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Section 2: National Appointments

Each National appointee shall serve at the
pleasure of the appointing power immediately
following approval of such appointment by the
National Executive Committee and provided
that no term of office shall exceed that of the
appointing power.

Section 3: Duties of Office

Elected national officers and national appoin-
tees shall comply with the duties of their office
and all decisions and/or directives of the na-
tional commander and/or national executive
committee. Failure to comply shall be cause for
dismissal.

ARTICLE V - NATIONAL COMMITTEES AND
CHAIRMEN

Section 1: National Executive Committee

The National Executive Committee shall be
composed of the National Commander, Senior
Vice Commander, each of the Junior Vice Com-
manders, the Immediate Past National Com-
mander, and the Executive Committee Member
(or Alternate) from each District. A majority of
all eligible voting members of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee shall constitute a quorum.

The National Executive Committee Members
and Alternates from the odd-numbered Districts
shall be elected for a term of two (2) years in the
odd-numbered years. From the even-numbered
Districts, the National Executive Committee
Members and Alternates shall be elected for a
two-year term in the even- numbered years.
Such elections shall be held at the National
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Conventions by the respective tricts. In order to
be considered for office, National Executive
Committee Members and Alternates must be in
attendance or have submitted a written letter of
intent.

A National Executive Committee Member
and Alternate National Executive Committee
Member shall serve a two (2) year term to which
they have been elected or until their removal,
death, resignation, or inability to discharge the
duties of office.

Elected National Executive Committee mem-
bers or Alternate National Executive Committee
members shall not be eligible to serve simulta-
neously as the Immediate Past National Com-
mander.

In the event of the removal of a National Ex-
ecutive Committee Member from office due to
death, resignation, or inability to discharge the
duties of the office, the same shall devolve upon
the Alternate National Executive Committee
Member. In the event of the removal, death,
resignation, or inability of both the Committee
Member and Alternate, the National Auxiliary
Commander shall, with the concurrence of the
majority of the Units in the District, appoint a
National Executive Committee Member and Al-
ternate to serve the unexpired term.

All legislative, administrative, and executive
matters not otherwise specifically covered by
the provisions of the Constitution, Bylaws, and
Policies of the Organization or by an enactment
of the National Convention shall be determined
by the National Executive Committee.
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Business of the organization requiring con-
sideration of the National Executive Committee
between designated meetings shall be trans-
acted through the office of the National Adjutant
by means of written ballots. A majority of replies
to the written ballots received by the designated
date shall constitute the decision of said com-
mittee.

The National Executive Committee shall
meet at the call of the National Commander.
The National Executive Committee shall also
meet upon the written request of seven or more
of its members stating the purpose for a meet-
ing.

Any member of the Disabled American Vet-
erans Auxiliary in good standing may attend
meetings of the National Executive Committee.
The right to attend such meetings shall be with-
out the right of vote or voice and without cost to
the National Organization.

The National Executive Committee may de-
clare itself in executive session. Only members
of the National Executive Committee and those
who are invited shall attend.

The following National Districts are estab-
lished as identical districts with those of the Dis-
abled American Veterans.
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District #1
District #2
District #3

District #4

District #5
District #6

District #7
District #8

District #9

District #10
District #11
District #12
District #13
District #14

District #15

District #16
District #17

District #18
District #19
District #20
District #21

Massachusetts

New York

Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island and Vermont
Connecticut, Delaware and New
Jersey

Pennsylvania

District of Columbia, Maryland,
Virginia, West Virginia and
Puerto Rico

Florida

Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi
and Tennessee

Georgia, North Carolina and
South Carolina

Michigan

Ohio

Illinois and Wisconsin

Indiana and Kentucky
Minnesota, Montana, North Da-
kota and South Dakota

lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Ne-
braska

California

Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and
Wyoming

Arizona, Hawaii and Nevada
Idaho, Oregon and Washington
Texas

Arkansas and Oklahoma

National Districts shall not exercise the pow-
ers of a governing body or conduct any fund

raising activity.
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Section 2: National Auxiliary Education Pro-
gram

The National Auxiliary Education Program
shall be administered through the Auxiliary Na-
tional Headquarters.

The National Auxiliary Education Program
Committee shall be a revolving committee com-
posed of the National Senior Vice Commander,
the National Commander, and the Immediate
Past National Commander. The Immediate
Past National Commander shall serve as the
Chairman of the National Auxiliary Education
Program Committee.

The National Auxiliary Education Program
Committee Chairman shall direct the activities
of the Committee and submit the committee’s
report to the National Convention.

The administration of the previous National
Education Loan Fund shall be through Auxiliary
National Headquarters until all loans are
cleared.

Section 3: National Finance Committee

The National Finance Committee, composed
of the National Commander and four (4) Na-
tional Executive Committee Members, shall su-
pervise all revenue and expenditures of the Na-
tional Organization and shall control all matters
pertaining to the finances of the organization.

The National Executive Committee shall
elect to the Finance Committee two (2) National
Executive Committee Members from the even-
numbered Districts in the even-numbered years
and two (2) National Executive Committee
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Members from the odd-numbered Districts in
the odd-numbered years for a two-year term.
The National Commander shall appoint a mem-
ber of the National Executive Committee to fill
any vacancy.

All paid employees shall be ineligible for
election to the National Finance Committee.

The National Adjutant's salary shall be deter-
mined by the Finance Committee.

The Auxiliary shall operate under a budget
which shall be prepared by the National Fi-
nance Committee prior to National Convention.
This budget shall be submitted to the Conven-
tion for adoption.

Section 4: National VAVS Representative

The National VAVS Representative shall act
as advisor in matters pertaining to and relating
to the VAVS Program.

Section 5: National Chairmen

Each National Chairman shall be responsible
for their respective program at the National Fall
Conference and throughout their term of office.
They shall submit a year-end report and also
serve as advisor to their National Convention
Committee.

Section 6: National Interim Constitution and
Bylaws Committee

The National Interim Constitution and Bylaws
Committee shall be comprised of a Chairman
and two (2) additional members, all of whom are
appointed by the National Commander and ap-
proved by the National Executive Committee.
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All proposed Constitution and Bylaw amend-
ments shall be sent to the National Adjutant no
later than ten (10) days prior to the National
Convention.  The amendment(s) shall be
signed by the sponsor.

The National Interim Committee shall review
all proposed amendments and advise the Na-
tional Adjutant of their recommendation. In ad-
dition, the Committee shall review the National
Bylaws, Standard State Department Bylaws,
Standard Local Unit Bylaws and Official Ritual
and recommend proposed amendments to up-
date said bylaws.

Each Member of the committee should at-
tempt to be the elected member from their re-
spective district to serve on the National Con-
vention Constitution and Bylaws Committee.

Section 7: Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary Outstanding Member of the Year
Committee

The Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
Outstanding Member of the Year Committee
shall be a revolving committee composed of the
Immediate Past National Commander and the
two (2) preceding Past National Commanders.
They shall select a member who exemplifies
distinguished dedication and remarkable ac-
complishments through the years for the DAV
Auxiliary. This award may be presented at a
national convention.
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ARTICLE VI - NATIONAL EMPLOYEES

Section 1: Employment Policy

The National Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary employment policy is included in Arti-
cle 12, Section 12.1 of the Disabled American
Veterans Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIl - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Definitions

A. A member in good standing is one
whose dues are sufficient to make the
annual distribution and not indebted to
the organization.

B. An active member is one in good stand-
ing who also participates in the activities
of the Disabled American Veterans Aux-
iliary.

C. A memberis delinquent when funds are
insufficient to make the annual distribu-
tion.

Section 2: Membership Basic Rights and
Privileges

No member of the Disabled American Veter-
ans Auxiliary shall be expelled or limited within
any of the rights and privileges of membership
except as specified in the Constitution, ARTI-
CLE Il — ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP,
Section 7; ARTICLE VII - MEMBERSHIP, Sec-
tion 6-D, paragraph 3; and ARTICLE XII of
these Bylaws.
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Section 3: Membership Applications

All applications for membership shall be on
printed form, online or verbally through Auxiliary
National Headquarters.

Membership in the DAV Auxiliary shall be-
come effective immediately upon the submis-
sion of an online application, upon receipt of the
completed application and payment by a state
or unit officer, or upon receipt of the application
and payment by National Headquarters if sub-
mitted by postal mail.

This organization reserves the right, with the
approval of the National Adjutant with proper
documentation and completed investigation, to
deny membership to any new applicant, or to
revoke the continued eligibility of any existing
membership. The decision of the National Adju-
tant shall be final.

This organization reserves the right to refuse
membership eligibility of any new applicant with
National Adjutant approval.

Section 4: Replacing Membership Cards

A membership card, which is lost, stolen or
destroyed will be replaced by National Head-
quarters upon request.

Section 5: Dues Not Refundable

Any member upon resigning from member-
ship shall not be entitled to receive a refund of
any dues paid.

Section 6: Membership Classification
Membership classifications are as follows:
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A. LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Any person 18 years of age or older, hav-
ing met the requirements of membership,
shall become a Life Member

A Life Member shall have all the benefits
and privileges of Unit, State and National
membership so long as they may live with-
out further payment of tax, dues or as-
sessments whatsoever. (Subject to provi-
sions of Article XII of the National Bylaws.)

A Life membership may be secured on a
payment plan and shall continue only as
long as there are sufficient funds to make
annual distributions. Life membership fee
shall be $300 for ages 18-79. Age 80 and
over shall be complimentary. Minimum
down payment is $20, unless otherwise
specified. Birth date must be indicated on
the membership application. The balance
of any existing Life member account shall
not be affected by Life membership fee in-
creases.

Notwithstanding anything in this Article to
the contrary, upon attaining the age of 80,
no person eligible for membership shall be
required to pay either initial dues or the
balance due of existing account, and shall
be immediately declared a member for life
in the Disabled American Veterans Auxil-
iary.

All Life Membership funds shall be depos-
ited in a Life Membership account. These
funds shall be withdrawn only as required
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to distribute per capita tax to Unit, State
and National or for investment purposes.

Annual distributions shall be made from
the Life Membership Fund during the life-
time of a member: $.50 to the Unit; $.50
to the State Department; and $4.00 to Na-
tional Headquarters. If it is determined,
however, by the National Finance Com-
mittee that such payments are not on a
sound actuarial basis, based upon an in-
ternal audit, the above payment may be
reduced.

. MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

National Members-At-Large: Provision
is hereby made for membership-at-large.
Life membership fees shall be as provided
in Article VII, Section 6, “A.” At-large
membership shall not count in any state or
unit. At-large members shall not have a
vote at National Convention, or hold a Na-
tional elected or appointed Office or Chair-
manship, or be certified as a VAVS Rep-
resentative or Deputy.

State Members-At-Large: Provision is
hereby made for each State Auxiliary-At-
Large using the State DAV Chapter-At-
Large name and number. Life member-
ship fees shall be as provided under Arti-
cle VII, Section 6, Paragraph “A.” At-
Large membership shall be included in the
State Department total; however, At-Large
members shall not have a vote at a State
Convention nor hold a State elected or
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appointed Office or Chairmanship, or be
recommended as a VAVS Representative
or Deputy Representative.

. JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP

Provision is hereby made for Junior Mem-
bership to be composed of eligible chil-
dren 17 years of age or under.

New Junior and Junior Life membership
applications shall be processed upon re-
ceipt at national headquarters only if a
parent or legal guardian has signed the
application and a date of birth is pro-
vided.

Junior membership requires no payment
of annual dues and shall be considered
complimentary until the member attains
age 18 at which time the membership will
convert to a part-life membership and
billings shall commence.

A Junior Life membership may be secured
on a payment plan, with parental or legal
guardian consent and signature for
each payment, through age 17 at which
time if said life membership is not paid in
full, the membership shall continue only as
long as there are sufficient funds to make
annual distribution. Said life membership
fee shall be equivalent to the current life
membership at age 18. The minimum
down payment to start the life membership
is $20, unless otherwise specified.

Junior members shall not have the privi-
lege of voting, but may hold any
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appointive office in the unit with the excep-
tion of Adjutant. Junior members shall be
counted on the membership standing of
units. There shall be no refund of Junior
membership dues.

Junior members may be kept in a separate
group to carry out the work designated to
them by the unit or such work as may have
the approval of the unit. Junior members
shall have a life member as chairman ap-
pointed by the Unit Commander.

Junior groups of ten (10) or more mem-
bers may be granted a Junior Charter
upon application to National Headquarters
only after completing a Junior Charter
Consent Form with parental and/or le-
gal guardian signatures.

D. DUAL OR MULTIPLE MEMBERSHIPS

A member shall not hold membership sim-
ultaneously in more than one unit within the
District of Columbia or within the same state
or territory, unless such Auxiliary unit is af-
filiated with the Blind Veterans National
Chapter or any chapter composed exclu-
sively of blind veterans, paraplegic veter-
ans, or amputation veterans.

Members shall not vote or hold an office,
chairmanship, or serve on a committee in
a Unit and/or State Department in more
than one state.

A member, while holding membership sim-
ultaneously in the Auxiliary and the parent
organization, shall not have the right to hold
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an office in the Auxiliary, make or speak on
a motion, or vote while holding an office
(elective or appointive) and/or chairman-
ship in the Disabled American Veterans.

E. TRANSFERS

Life members in good standing and junior
members of one Auxiliary Unit may secure
a transfer of membership to another Unit.
The receiving Unit shall notify National
Headquarters of its approval of the transfer
whereupon the National Organization shall
notify both Units and the State Department
that the transfer has been processed.

Nonacceptance of a transfer shall require
that the receiving unit notify the member
and National Headquarters of such vote
within thirty (30) days after which a member
may resubmit a transfer request.

A transfer shall not take effect as to dues
credit or voting strength until the beginning
of the membership year following comple-
tion of the transfer. All rights of membership
shall become effective when written notifi-
cation of the unit's approval has been re-
ceived by national headquarters.

A member of a revoked unit, upon request,
may transfer membership to another char-
tered unit or become a member at-large.

F. MERGER
1. Types of Mergers
a. Chapter and Unit Mergers
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Should chapters vote for a merger, and it
is approved by the national parent organ-
ization, the auxiliary units affiliated with
the chapters shall also merge.

When a chapter with an auxiliary votes to
merge with a bachelor chapter, the mem-
bers of the revoked unit shall be trans-
ferred into and become a new auxiliary.
The auxiliary will be issued a new charter
under the name and number of the re-
ceiving chapter. The charter shall include
the names of all members in good stand-
ing of the former unit.

b. Unit Mergers

An auxiliary, upon approval of its unit
membership at a regular business meet-
ing, may request a merger with another
auxiliary. The receiving auxiliary must
approve the merger by vote of its unit
membership at a regular business meet-
ing. No vote is to be taken on any individ-
ual member; the unit is accepted as a
whole by a vote to approve the merger.

The Auxiliary State Executive Committee
must approve all unit mergers. After ap-
proval, the State Adjutant will notify Aux-
iliary National Headquarters of the mer-
ger. If no State Department exists, unit
mergers shall be approved by the Auxil-
iary National Executive Committee.

Merged units may not be reactivated. A
new unit associated with the chapter
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may be chartered provided the charter
application requirements are met.

The procedure for a unit merger is as fol-
lows:

(1) The merging unit must approve the

merger by vote of its unit member-
ship at a regular business meeting
with a quorum present. All current
members of the merging unit must
be notified, in writing, at least ten
(10) days prior to the regular busi-
ness meeting that a vote will be
taken to merge the unit. This notice
to merge shall include the date, time,
and place of the meeting.

(2) The merging unit shall send a request

to merge, in writing, to the receiving
unit.

(8) The receiving unit must approve the

(4)

(®)

merger by vote of its unit member-
ship at a regular business meeting
with a quorum present. The receiv-
ing unit shall notify its membership
and the merging unit, in writing, of
their decision.

Minutes of both unit meetings during
which the merger was approved
shall be sent to the Auxiliary State
Department by its respective Unit
Adjutant.

The Auxiliary State Executive Com-
mittee shall approve all unit mergers
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and notify the respective units of
their decision.

(6) The Auxiliary State Adjutant shall
send notification of approval of the
merger by the Auxiliary State Execu-
tive Committee with copies of the
minutes in which the merger was ap-
proved to Auxiliary National Head-
quarters for processing.

(7) In the absence of an Auxiliary State
Department, the minutes shall be
sent to Auxiliary National Headquar-
ters for approval by the Auxiliary Na-
tional Executive Committee.

2. Process of Mergers

Once National Auxiliary Headquarters has
been notified of the merger approval, the
members of the revoked unit shall automat-
ically be transferred into the receiving unit
and new membership cards will be issued.

All assets, properties, etc., of the revoked
unit shall become part of the assets, prop-
erties, etc., of the receiving unit. The charter
of the revoked unit shall be returned to Na-
tional Auxiliary Headquarters.

ARTICLE VIII - FINANCES
Section 1: Source of Revenue

The revenue of the Disabled American Vet-
erans Auxiliary shall be derived from sources
approved by a majority of the National Execu-
tive Committee, or as determined in convention.
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Section 2: Per Capita Tax

The National per capita tax for life members
is $4.00.

Section 3: National Mandates

Each membership year national headquar-
ters shall withhold the sum of twenty-five dollars
($25.00) from each unit’s per capita distribution
to cover the following national mandates: Aux-
iliary National Programs ($12.50) and National
Convention expenses ($12.50). The mandate
must be paid in order for the unit to be eligible
to vote at a national Auxiliary convention.

Each membership year national headquar-
ters shall withhold the sum of fifty dollars
($50.00) from each state department’s per cap-
ita distribution for National Convention ex-
penses. The mandate must be paid in order for
the state department to be eligible to vote at a
national convention.

Section 4: Fidelity Bond

It will be the responsibility of each unit and
state department to obtain their own fidelity
bond coverage for all persons having custody
of funds of this Organization.

Section 5: Donor Intent Policy

If a subordinate entity receives any donation
and the payee is: Disabled American Veterans;
DAV National Headquarters; or DAV, and the
donor does not specify a Department, Chapter
or Auxiliary entity, that entity is required to for-
ward the donation to Remittance Processing at
National Headquarters. Conversely, if National
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Headquarters receives a donation intended for
a Department, Chapter or Auxiliary entity, Re-
mittance Processing will distribute the funds ac-
cordingly, in alignment with the donor’'s ex-
pressed wishes.

General Rule. All bequests and/or other tes-
tamentary gifts like IRAs, bank accounts, and
life insurance policies regardless of size, type,
or designation, must be submitted to the Be-
quests Reporting Program (BRP) to ensure dis-
tribution is pursuant to the donor’s intent. It is
the responsibility of all subordinate entities to
promptly report all bequests received, or upon
notification of a potential gift, to the BRP, by
submitting an image of all paperwork or checks
received to legaldepartment@dav.org.

ARTICLE IX - STATE DEPARTMENTS
Section 1: Composition

The Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
for the purpose of administration may be di-
vided into State Departments.

Each State Department shall be the author-
ized governing body of Auxiliary units operating
within the boundary lines of that State.

Each chartered Auxiliary unit shall affiliate
with the State Department within which it is or-
ganized, and shall have all rights and privileges
equal to all other chartered units within that
State.

Each State Department shall have a State
Auxiliary-At-Large, using the State D.A.V.
Chapter At-Large name and number.
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Section 2: State Department Charter

A State Department Charter may be granted
upon application to National Headquarters fol-
lowing a maijority vote of local units in good
standing within a State where there is a mini-
mum of one hundred fifty (150) members.

An application for a State Department Char-
ter must be accompanied by a fifty dollar
($50.00) national charter fee, applicable IRS
fee(s), and ten dollars ($10.00) per unit signing
the application. Such application shall be ap-
proved by the State Executive Committee of the
Disabled American Veterans.

Section 3: Governing Powers

The governing body of the State Department
shall be the State Convention. Business of the
organization requiring consideration between
conventions shall be transacted by the State
Executive Committee.

Section 4: State Conventions

Each State Department shall hold an annual
convention at a time and place selected by its
respective DAV state department. Said conven-
tion shall operate under Convention Rules pro-
vided by each State Department.

Section 5: Standard State Department Bylaws

Each state department shall be governed by
the Standard State Department Bylaws as pro-
vided in the National Constitution and Bylaws of
the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.
Such bylaws shall not prohibit a state depart-
ment from designating the number of state jun-
jor vice commanders, appointed state
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officers/committees, and the state per capita on
junior memberships and/or state mandates.

Section 6: Standing Rules

Standing Rules shall be adopted by each
State Department. Such rules will relate to the
details of the State Department and shall not
conflict with the National Constitution and By-
laws and the Standard State Bylaws

Standing Rules shall be adopted by a major-
ity vote at the State Convention.

Section 7: Supplement to State Bylaws

Supplement to State Bylaws shall be
adopted by a majority vote of the delegates at
each state convention. Such supplement shall
not conflict with the National Constitution and
Bylaws, the Standard State Department By-
laws, and the State Standing Rules.

Section 8: State Officers

Each State Department shall elect State Of-
ficers and appoint such officers as provided in
the Standard State Bylaws and State Standing
Rules.

Section 9: Districts, Regions, Zones of
State Departments

In states where districts, regions, zones or
areas of the Disabled American Veterans are
established, the Auxiliary may establish similar
districts, regions, zones or areas.

No district, region, zone or area shall exer-
cise the power of a governing body or conduct
any fund raising activity.
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They shall operate under rules adopted by
their state department, provided such rules are
consistent with the Standard State Department
Bylaws, and the National Constitution and By-
laws of the Auxiliary.

ARTICLE X - LOCAL UNITS

Section 1: Each Auxiliary Unit shall be char-
tered by the National Department, Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary, and shall adopt
the name or title of the Chapter of the Disabled
American Veterans to which it is an Auxiliary.

All applications for Charter shall be made di-
rectly to National Headquarters. Applications
shall be accompanied with the national charter
fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), applicable
IRS fee(s), and the entire amount of dues for
each member.

At least ten (10) new life memberships must
accompany each charter application. Upon re-
quest, national and/or state at-large member-
ships may be considered as new life members
in the formation of a new charter. Transfer and
Junior memberships may be added after the ten
new life memberships.

Section 2: New Units shall be exempt from
payment of all National and State mandates for
the membership year in which the Unit is
formed. Quota Units, formed in the last quarter
of one membership year, shall be exempt from
payment of all National and State mandates for
the balance of the membership year in which
the Unit is formed, and for the following mem-
bership year.
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Units reactivated during the 18 month period
that the charter is held by National Headquar-
ters shall be exempt from payment of all Na-
tional and State mandates for the balance of the
membership year during which the charter is re-
issued.

Section 3: An active chartered Unit is one:

A.which has ten (10) or more paid life
members.

B. which holds at least four (4) business
meetings per year.

C. which conducts an annual election for Unit
officers.

D. which files an officer's report form with
State and National Headquarters within
ten (10) days following the annual installa-
tion of officers.

E. which files annually a financial report with
State and National Headquarters no later
than September 30.

Section 4: An inactive chartered Unit is one
which does not meet the requirements set forth
in Section 3 and is subject to having its Charter
revoked.

Section 5: A chartered Unit must be in good
standing with National mandates paid and a
copy of their Financial Report filed with National
Headquarters before delegates may vote at Na-
tional Convention.

Section 6: A chartered Unit must be in good
standing with State mandates (if any) paid, and
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a copy of their Financial Report filed with State
before delegates may vote at State Convention.

Section 7: All local units shall be governed by
the Standard Local Unit Bylaws as found in this
book.

Section 8: National Auxiliary Headquarters
shall charge a fee of ten dollars ($10.00) to is-
sue a duplicate charter.

ARTICLE XI - PROBATION, SUSPENSION
AND REVOCATION OF CHARTERS

Section 1: Probation

The Auxiliary National Commander may, for
cause, place on probation any State Depart-
ment or Unit. Such probation may be for a pe-
riod of thirty days, but not more than ninety
days.

Upon probation of a State Department or a
Unit, said body(s) shall continue to operate as
a State Department or Unit in accordance with
directives provided by the Auxiliary National
Commander.

Section 2: Suspension

The Auxiliary National Commander may sus-
pend the charter of any State Department or
Unit pending the action of the DAV Auxiliary Na-
tional Executive Committee.

Upon suspension of a State Department or a
local Unit, no meetings shall be held in the
name of the State Department or Unit except for
the sole purpose of discussion of the cause, ef-
fect or removal of the penalty. No funds of the
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State Department or Unit shall be expended or
obligations incurred during and while the order
of suspension is in force and effect.

Section 3: Revocation

Unit or State Department Charters may be
permanently revoked by the Auxiliary National
Commander with the approval of the DAV Aux-
iliary National Executive Committee.

Charters of Units or State Departments that
have failed to file an annual financial report,
elect necessary officers, or fulfill other obliga-
tions required in these bylaws shall be revoked
and have the opportunity to reorganize under
the original charter within a period of 18 months
from the date of charter revocation.

Upon revocation of a local Unit Charter or a
local Unit becoming inactive, the Charter shall
revert to National Headquarters. All other prop-
erty, money and effects of the Unit shall revert
to the Auxiliary State Department to be held in
trust for a period of 18 months. In the event the
Unit Charter is not reissued within a period of
the 18 months, said property shall become the
absolute property of the Auxiliary State Depart-
ment.

A member of a revoked unit shall be trans-
ferred into the state at-large. Upon request,
they may transfer their membership to a char-
tered unit or remain a member at-large.

Upon revocation of an Auxiliary State De-
partment Charter, or the Charter of a local Unit
where there is no Auxiliary State Department,
the Charter and all property, money and effects
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shall revert to Auxiliary National Headquarters
to be held in trust for a period of 18 months. In
the event the Charter of the Auxiliary State De-
partment or local Unit is not reissued within a
period of 18 months, said property shall be-
come the absolute property of the Auxiliary Na-
tional Headquarters.

Upon revocation of a DAV chapter, the Aux-
iliary may retain its charter upon the approval of
the unit membership.

No DAV Chapter shall have the authority to
place on probation, or to suspend or revoke
the charter of any Auxiliary Unit.

ARTICLE Xl — DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Section 1: Offenses and Recommended Pen-
alties

The State Commander may recommend to
the State Executive Committee that it suspend,
transfer, or expel a member for:

a. violation of the Constitution or Bylaws of
the National Organization, or of the State
Department Bylaws or State Standing
Rules, or of the Local Unit Bylaws;

b. refusal to comply with the lawful order of
the National Convention, the National Ex-
ecutive Committee, the National Com-
mander, the State Commander or the
State Executive Committee;

c. conduct not conducive to the best inter-
ests of the Organization, or contrary to the
maintenance of proper order and decorum
within the Organization.
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Section 2: Notice and Hearing

A member may be subjected to the penalties
assessable under this Article only after notice
and hearings as follows:

a. Violation(s) by a unit member(s) shall be
addressed by the unit. Unresolved mat-
ters shall be referred to the state depart-
ment.

b. When needed, the State Commander
shall appoint an investigative committee
of three (3) to perform a thorough exami-
nation of the violation(s).

c. The State Department shall notify the
member(s) by Certified Mail, Return Re-
ceipt Requested, of the specific viola-
tion(s) with which they are being charged.
All concerned parties shall be notified of
the date, time and place of the investiga-
tive meeting.

d. If unresolved, the following steps shall be
taken:

1. The State Department shall notify the
member(s) by Certified Mail, Return
Receipt Requested, of the specific vi-
olation(s) with which they are being
charged.

2. The State Commander shall set a
date, time and place for a hearing be-
fore the State Executive Committee.
The hearing shall be conducted in a
way designed to ensure that the ac-
cused member(s) has the opportunity
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to understand the charges and the ev-
idence and to offer any rebuttal.

3. The decision of the State Executive
Committee affirming, modifying or re-
jecting the recommendation of the
State Commander is subject to the ap-
proval of the National Commander.

4. The State Department hearing must
be transcribed by a certified court re-
porter with a copy of all evidentiary
materials appended to the transcript.
The State Department is responsible
for payment of the reporter and for
providing a free copy of the transcript
to the appellant. All other expenses of
the appellant arising in connection
with the disciplinary proceedings are
the responsibility of the appellant.

e. Notwithstanding any other provision of
these Bylaws and pending completion of
an investigation or hearing, the National
Commander may temporarily suspend a
member if in his or her sole discretion he
or she determines that a suspension is in
the best interests of the organization and
shall be effective immediately.

Section 3: Definitions of Penalties
The penalties imposed under this Article are
defined as follows:

a. Suspension shall remove the member
from membership and/or from any office
held for not more than one year.
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b. Transfer shall be the permanent transfer
of membership to the State or National At-
Large Unit.

c. Expulsion shall permanently remove the
member from membership.

d. Penalties imposed on a member under
this Article shall apply to all memberships
wherever held. In addition, penalties of
suspension, transfer and/or expulsion im-
posed by DAV under Article 16 of its Na-
tional Bylaws shall be given identical ef-
fect by the Auxiliary to those who hold
dual DAV and DAV Auxiliary member-
ships. This provision shall apply to all
DAV penalties in effect or imposed on or
after August 13, 2006.

Section 4: Appeal

The decision and penalty imposed shall be
final unless the penalty determined by the State
Executive Committee and approved by the Na-
tional Commander is expulsion. Expulsion shall
be final unless a written notice of appeal to the
National Executive Committee stating the
grounds therefore is filed by Certified Mail, Re-
turn Receipt Requested with the National Adju-
tant within thirty days after mailing notice of the
penalty to the member. Under such appeal, the
burden shall be upon the appellant to demon-
strate that the decision is clearly erroneous.
The appeal of an expulsion shall be based
solely upon the evidence presented to the State
Executive Committee. The appellant must sub-
mit to the National Adjutant a written statement
in support of the appeal within thirty days of
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filing the notice of appeal or receiving a copy of
the transcript, whichever is later. The statement
may not exceed ten pages. There is no per-
sonal hearing. The decision of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee on an expulsion appeal is fi-
nal.

Section 5: Disciplinary Proceedings Origi-
nating at the National Level

The National Commander may recommend to
the National Executive Committee that it sus-
pend, transfer or expel a member on the
grounds specified in Article Xll, Section 1, of
these Bylaws. The same procedures outlined
in this Article XIlI apply except that the hearing
shall take place before the National Executive
Committee. The decision of the National Exec-
utive Committee affirming, modifying or reject-
ing the recommendation of the National Com-
mander is final for all purposes and there is no
appeal.

ARTICLE XIIl - POLICY
Section 1: The Disabled American Veterans
Aukxiliary is a National Organization, and neither
the State Department nor local Units thereof
shall take part in any political or sectarian ques-
tion nor in industrial disputes.

Nothing in the above provision shall prohibit
this Organization or any Unit thereof from par-
ticipating in political issues which have a direct
bearing on the welfare of America's Veterans.

No member shall appear before any legisla-
tive body and speak in the name of this organi-
zation, or in the name of any State Department,
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Unit or subordinate group, as sponsoring or op-
posing any legislation contrary to any resolution
then in effect with regard to such legislation
which has been regularly adopted by a State
Executive Committee or State Department, or
by a Unit of which they are a member.

Section 2: Except where in conflict with this
Constitution and Bylaws, this Organization will
be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, Newly
Revised.

Section 3: Any questions arising in an Auxiliary
State Department or Local Unit not covered by
the Auxiliary's Standard Local Unit Bylaws,
Standard State Department Bylaws, State
Standing Rules, the Auxiliary National Constitu-
tion and Bylaws, Mandates of an Auxiliary Na-
tional Convention or National Executive Com-
mittee, directives from the Auxiliary National
Commander, policy of the Auxiliary National
Headquarters, or Robert's Rules of Order,
Newly Revised shall be decided by vote of each
Unit and/or State Department.

Section 4: Any state or local chairman raising
or collecting funds for special programs shall be
required to give an accounting to the respective
State Department or Unit of all funds. The
books of such special funds must be audited
when the Treasurer's books are audited. All
auxiliary funds must be kept in a bank account
in the custody of the Treasurer.

Section 5: The Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary has a non-discrimination policy
whereby all individuals are given equal consid-
eration without regard to race, color, religion,
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sex, national origin, physical or mental disabil-
ity, age or any other legally protected classifica-
tion. Further, such non-discrimination policy ap-
plies to all applicants for employment, all candi-
dates for line officer positions and all activities
in which DAVA has been engaged, is now en-
gaged, or in any way may be engaged at any
time in the future.

No one will be subject to, and DAVA prohibits,
any form of discipline, reprisal, intimidation, or
retaliation for good faith reporting of incidents of
discrimination of any kind, pursuing any dis-
crimination claim, or cooperating in related in-
vestigations.

Section 6: In accordance with DAV Regulation
3: Other Contracts, Auxiliary entities must re-
ceive prior, written approval from the DAV Na-
tional Executive Committee before entering into
a business relationship with a government en-
tity. Refer to REGULATIONS OF THE NA-
TIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DISA-
BLED AMERICAN VETERANS, Regulation 3:
Other Contracts for full regulation compliance
requirements.

ARTICLE XIV - INSTALLING OFFICERS

Section 1: Installing officers shall be members
in good standing of the Disabled American Vet-
erans Auxiliary.

Section 2: The incoming National Commander
and National Officers shall be installed by an
Auxiliary Past National Commander. The in-
coming National Commander selects the in-
stalling officer.
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National executive committee members and
alternate national executive committee mem-
bers shall be installed by an auxiliary past na-
tional commander, or an elected national of-
ficer.

The Auxiliary Ritual must be used for all instal-
lations.

ARTICLE XV - PAST COMMANDERS

A commander must serve nine months of a
yearly term in order to be considered a Past
Commander.

An immediate Past Commander is one who
has just completed serving a term as Com-
mander. (Ex.: When a member has served a
term as commander and is reelected to serve a
consecutive term, the member is considered
the commander and the immediate past com-
mander.)

A Commander must serve nine months of a
yearly term in order to be eligible to wear a Past
Commander's pin.

Past Commander's pins shall be as follows:
a. Unit - Official pin with date or gavel guard.
b. State - Official pin set with a blue sapphire.
c. National - Official pin set with a diamond.

ARTICLE XVI - AMENDMENTS OF BYLAWS
Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended at
any National Convention by a vote of two-thirds
of the total accredited delegates assembled,
provided that the proposed amendments shall
have been read to the Convention at a business
session before the vote thereon.
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STANDARD STATE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS
ARTICLE | - STATE ORGANIZATION

Section 1: Administration

This State Department is organized with the
specific consent and recognition of the parent
organization and shall be governed by these
Standard State Bylaws, State Standing Rules,
Supplement to State Bylaws, and the National
Constitution and Bylaws of the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Auxiliary.

Section 2:

The fiscal year shall be the membership year
commencing on July 1 ending June 30.

ARTICLE Il - STATE CONVENTION

Section 1: Governing Power

The governing power of this State Department
shall be the State Convention to be held annu-
ally at a time and place selected by the State
Department of the Disabled American Veter-
ans.

The State Commander and State Adjutant
shall provide the call for the annual convention,
credentials and all matters pertaining to the
state convention not specifically covered by
these Standard State Department Bylaws and
Convention Rules.

The Executive Committee of a State Depart-
ment, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary,
shall have the authority to approve all minutes
of their respective State Department conven-
tions.
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Section 2: Composition

The state convention shall be composed of
the elected state officers, the state's past state
commanders, any active resident past national
commander, and the delegates representing
chartered units within the state.

State department officers, delegates and al-
ternates must participate in person for the pur-
pose of discussion and voting and there shall
be no form of unit rule, voting by proxy, or voting
by absentee ballot.

Section 3: Delegates

Each elected state officer, each past state
commander and each active resident past na-
tional commander shall be entitled to one (1)
vote provided their membership is in a char-
tered unit and their dues for the current mem-
bership year have been received by national
headquarters.

In addition, each unit shall be entitled to one
(1) delegate and one (1) alternate for its Charter
and one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate for
each ten (10) Senior members or major fraction
thereof whose memberships are in good stand-

ing.

A delegate to a State Convention shall not be
allowed to vote until properly registered, dues
paid for the convention year, and not indebted
to the organization.

A member shall not cast a vote in the state
convention in more than one representative ca-
pacity, or be registered as a delegate from more
than one unit. In the absence of any delegate,

S-2



their vote shall be cast by an elected and
properly registered alternate of that Unit.

Each Unit delegation shall elect a Chairman
who votes the total Unit strength. When a poll
of any delegation is demanded by a delegate
entitled to vote, the Chairman shall poll the del-
egation without discussion or debate.

In the election of State Officers, voting shall
be by voice vote when there is no contest; or,
by roll call when there are two or more candi-
dates nominated for any one office. Roll call(s)
shall continue until completed. The candidate
receiving a majority of the roll call votes shall be
elected.

Procedure for a roll call is as follows:

1. Units (in numerical order)

2. Past State Commander(s)

3. Active Resident Past National
Commander(s)

4. Elected State Officers

Junior members shall not have the privilege
of voting at a Unit meeting or at a State Con-
vention.

State and National At-Large members shall
not hold any appointed or elected office nor
have a voice or vote at State or National meet-
ings and/or State and National conventions.

Chartered Units must be in good standing
with State for their Delegates to vote at State
Convention.
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Section 4: State Convention Rules

Convention Rules shall govern the proce-
dure of a State Convention. Such rules shall be
adopted or may be amended at the first busi-
ness session by a majority vote of the conven-
tion delegates.

ARTICLE Ill - STATE OFFICERS

Section 1: Elected State Officers

The State Convention shall elect a State
Commander, a State Senior Vice Commander,
a State First Junior Vice Commander, a State
Treasurer and a State Judge Advocate. If
deemed desirable, a State Second Junior Vice
Commander, a State Third Junior Vice Com-
mander and a State Fourth Junior Vice Com-
mander may be elected and National Head-
quarters so advised on the Supplement to State
Bylaws.

Section 2: Appointed State Officers

The State Commander with the approval of
the State Executive Committee shall appoint a
State Adjutant, a State Chaplain, a State Ser-
geant at Arms, and may appoint any additional
State Officers when deemed necessary.

Section 3: Eligibility for State Office

Only members in good standing in a char-
tered Unit shall be eligible to serve as an
elected or appointed State Officer.

In order to be eligible for the office of State
Commander, a member must have served as
an elected State Officer.
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Elected National Officers shall not be eligible
to serve simultaneously as State Commander.

A member shall not hold more than one state
office, elective or appointive, with the exception
in those state departments which combine the
office of Adjutant and Treasurer. This restriction
does not apply to positions of committee chair-
men or committee members. Any elected state
officers who serve on the state executive
committee and are entitled to vote shall not
serve as the state executive committee
member of the unit.

ARTICLE IV - DUTIES OF STATE OFFICERS

Section 1: State Commander

The executive power of the State Depart-
ment shall be vested in the State Commander.

The State Commander, in addition to other
duties or powers set forth in these Bylaws, shall
be the presiding officer of the Auxiliary State
Convention, State Executive Committee meet-
ings, and other State meetings.

The State Commander shall appoint the
State Chairman of the following committees:
Americanism, Community Service, Junior Activ-
ities, Legislation, Mae Holmes Outstanding Unit
Award, Membership, VAVS and may also ap-
point such other chairmen as deemed neces-
sary.

All appointments of the State Commander
must be approved by the State Executive Com-
mittee and provided for in the State Standing
Rules.
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The State Commander shall sign state de-
partment checks and warrants/vouchers/check
requests. The State Commander shall not
make cash withdrawals from State Funds.

Section 2: State Senior Vice Commander

The State Senior Vice Commander shall as-
sume such duties as assigned by the State
Commander and shall serve in the absence of
the State Commander.

In the absence of the State Treasurer or
State Commander, shall sign or cosign state
department checks and in the absence of the
State  Commander, shall cosign warrants/
vouchers/check requests. The State Senior
Vice Commander shall not make cash with-
drawals from State Funds.

Section 3: State Junior Vice Commander(s)

State Junior Vice Commander(s) shall be re-
sponsible for Auxiliary programs as designated
in the State Standing Rules.

Section 4: State Treasurer

The State Treasurer shall keep a complete
financial record of all monies received, ex-
pended and remitted. All monies must be de-
posited in the name of the State Department.

The State Treasurer shall be responsible for
ensuring that all financial accounts for the or-
ganization have three (3) authorized signatures
on file with their financial institution(s). Said sig-
natures shall be the State Commander, State
Senior Vice Commander and State Treasurer.
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The State Treasurer shall sign state checks
and pay out money only on properly prepared
warrants/vouchers/check requests as provided
in the State Budget, by the State Finance Com-
mittee, or by vote of the State Convention or
State Executive Committee.

The State Treasurer shall not make cash
withdrawals from State Funds.

All funds received in the name of the DAV
Auxiliary must be deposited within thirty (30)
calendar days of receipt.

The State Treasurer shall give an itemized
report of receipts and expenditures at each
State Executive Committee meeting.

The State Treasurer shall submit all records
and a copy of the acknowledgement of filing
Form 990-N e-Postcard or, a copy of Form 990-
EZ or Form 990 when the gross income is
greater than $50,000 but less than $100,000, to
the State Audit Committee or submit all records
to an Independent or Certified Public Account-
ant as warranted by income. When IRS Form
990-N e-Postcard is filed, or Form 990-EZ or
Form 990 is filed for income greater than
$50,000 but less than $100,000, a copy of such
shall be provided to the State Adjutant.

Section 5: State Judge Advocate

The State Judge Advocate shall be the legal
advisor to the State Commander and shall upon
request of the State Commander render an
opinion on all questions arising in the State De-
partment and on intraunit disputes.
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The State Judge Advocate shall render an
opinion on questions of parliamentary proce-
dure at all sessions of the State Convention,
State Executive Committee meetings and other
State meetings.

All opinions of the State Judge Advocate
shall be advisory only.

Section 6: State Adjutant

The State Adjutant shall be the Secretary of
the State Department and shall be responsible
for all administrative affairs and shall attend and
keep a record of all proceedings of the State
Convention, State Executive Committee meet-
ings and other state meetings, but shall have no
vote thereat.

The State Adjutant shall also assume such
other duties as may be assigned by the State
Commander.

The State Adjutant in office at the time of the
state convention shall be responsible for sub-
mitting to National Headquarters within ten (10)
days after adjournment of the state convention
the following:

a. State Budget adopted at Convention

b. State Officers Report form (Any changes
during the membership year also requires
notifying national headquarters).

c. Supplement to State Bylaws.

d. Adopted amendments to the State Stand-
ing Rules.

e. Adopted State Convention Rules.
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The State Adjutant shall comply with the re-
quest(s) of the national headquarters or Na-
tional Judge Advocate in order to achieve final
approval of the State Standing Rules and Sup-
plement to State Bylaws. Said request(s) shall
be addressed and remitted to national head-
quarters within fourteen (14) days of National
Judge Advocate notification.

Failure to comply with the above will bar the
state delegate or state alternate from voting at
the following national convention.

The State Adjutant shall also be responsible
for sending to National Headquarters within five
(5) days after the close of state convention, the
winning program reports, by category, judged at
state convention.

A copy of the financial report for the previous
fiscal year and a copy of the appropriate IRS
Form 990 shall be forwarded to National Head-
quarters no later than September 30.

Section 7: State Chaplain

The State Chaplain shall serve as spiritual
leader in a non-sectarian role as described in
the Official Ritual of the Organization and shall
recite or lead invocations and benedictions
where such prayers are offered.

Section 8: State Sergeant at Arms

The State Sergeant at Arms shall tend strictly
to the preservation of order on the floor of the
State Convention, State Executive Committee
meetings and other State meetings and shall
also perform such other duties as may be re-
quired.
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ARTICLE V - TENURE OF OFFICE

Section 1: Elected State Officers

Each Elected State Officer shall serve until
the adjournment of the succeeding State Con-
vention or thereafter until a successor is in-
stalled.

In the case of the removal of the State Com-
mander from office for cause, death, resignation
or inability to discharge the duties of office, the
same shall devolve upon the State Senior Vice
Commander.

In the case of the removal for cause, death,
resignation or inability of both the State Com-
mander and State Senior Vice Commander, the
duties of the office shall devolve upon the office
of the State First Junior Vice Commander. If fur-
ther vacancies occur, the duties shall devolve
upon the remaining State Vice Commanders in
order of their rank.

In the case of the removal for cause, death,
resignation or inability of the lowest ranking
State Junior Vice Commander, State Treasurer
or the State Judge Advocate to discharge the
duties of their office, the State Commander
shall, with the concurrence by majority vote of
the State Executive Committee, appoint a suc-
cessor to fill these vacancies.

Section 2: State Appointments

Each State appointee shall serve at the
pleasure of the appointing power immediately
following approval of such appointment by the
State Executive Committee and provided that
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no term of office shall exceed that of the ap-
pointing power.

Section 3: Return of State Property

Upon election and installation, or appoint-
ment of the successor to any such office, all
state property in his or her possession or control
shall be surrendered to their successor.

ARTICLE VI - STATE COMMITTEES AND
CHAIRMEN

Section 1: State Executive Committee

The State Executive Committee shall be
composed of the State Commander, State Sen-
ior Vice Commander, each State Junior Vice
Commander, the Immediate Past State Com-
mander, the State Treasurer, any active resi-
dent Past National Commander if so desired,
and one State Executive Committee Member or
Alternate elected by each Unit. If the Immediate
Past State Commander is elected to a state of-
fice, they will cast their vote in the elected ca-
pacity only; not as Immediate Past State Com-
mander. One third (1/3) of all eligible voting
members of the state executive committee
shall constitute a quorum.

The term of office for State Executive Com-
mittee Members and Alternates shall be the
same as State Officers.

All State Executive Committee Members and
Alternates shall be installed by a proper in-
stalling officer at a time and place provided in
the State Standing Rules.



The State Executive Committee shall have
full administrative power between State Con-
ventions. Business of the State Department re-
quiring consideration of the State Executive
Committee between designated or called meet-
ings shall be transacted through the office of the
State Adjutant by vote during virtual meetings
and/or written ballots. A majority of votes and/or
replies to the written ballots received by the
designated date shall constitute the decision of
said committee.

The State Executive Committee shall meet at
the call of the State Commander. One State
Executive Committee meeting shall be held
within twenty-four hours preceding each State
Convention and one State Executive Commit-
tee meeting shall be held within twenty-four
hours following the adjournment of each State
Convention. Additional meetings may be called,
with sufficient notice, by the State Commander
or upon written request by seven (7) members of
the State Executive Committee.

Section 2: State Finance Committee

The State Finance Committee shall consist
of at least three (3) and no more than seven (7)
members to be elected by the post-convention
State Executive Committee or at the last busi-
ness session of the state convention. No two
members from the same unit shall be elected to
serve on this committee (this does not apply to
State Departments when three or less char-
tered units are present). VAVS Representatives
and Associate Representatives shall not serve
on the committee if their records are subject to
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review and verification by the Finance Commit-
tee. The number of members serving on the
committee shall be provided in the State Stand-
ing Rules and Supplement to State Bylaws. Va-
cancies shall be filled with an appointment
made by the State Commander and approved
by the State Executive Committee.

The State Finance Committee shall review
and verify all revenue, expenditures and invest-
ments of the State Department between State
Conventions. The committee shall also prepare
a budget which shall be submitted and distrib-
uted to the State Convention delegates for
adoption.

The State Finance Committee shall review
and verify the records of the DAVA-VAVS Rep-
resentative(s) and Associate Representative(s)
annually.

Section 3: State Nominating Committee

The committee on Nomination of State Offic-
ers shall consist of members elected by the pre-
convention State Executive Committee or dur-
ing the first business session of the state con-
vention. No two members from the same unit
shall be elected to serve on this committee (this
does not apply to State Departments when
three or less chartered units are present.) The
State Standing Rules shall provide for the pro-
cedures of the committee. The number of mem-
bers shall be provided on the Supplement to
State Bylaws.

This committee shall consider and present to
the State Convention a slate of candidates
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which it shall nominate as State Officers. Nom-
inations may also be made from the floor.

Section 4: State Standing Committees

In addition to having an elected State Fi-
nance Committee and a State Nominating
Committee, a State Department may have other
elected State Standing Committees. Such com-
mittees shall be provided for in their State
Standing Rules. These rules shall include the
number of members serving on a committee,
term(s) of office and duties of the committee.
Any committee vacancies shall be filled with an
appointment made by the State Commander
and approved by the State Executive Commit-
tee.

Section 5: State Standing Rules Committee

The State Standing Rules committee shall
consist of at least three (3) members elected or
appointed. No two members from the same unit
shall serve on this committee. (This does not
apply to State Departments when three or less
chartered units are present.) The number of
members on the committee and the procedure
shall be provided in the State Standing Rules
and Supplement to State Bylaws. Any vacancy
shall be filled by an appointment made by the
State Commander and approved by the State
Executive Committee.

The committee shall consider all properly
prepared resolutions/amendments/revisions and
present their recommendation(s) to the conven-
tion delegates.
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Section 6: State Audit Committee

Financial records of the State Department shall
be reviewed and verified by an Audit Committee
appointed by the State Commander or by an In-
dependent or Certified Public Accountant. If an
audit committee is appointed, the committee shall
consist of three (3) members appointed by the
State Commander, excluding the State Com-
mander, State Senior Vice Commander, State
Treasurer, State Adjutant, and members of the
State Finance Committee.

Any State Chairman collecting funds for spe-
cial programs shall be required to give an ac-
counting of all funds. The books of such special
funds shall be audited when the Treasurer's
books are audited. All funds shall be kept in a
bank account in the name of the State Depart-
ment, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.

All members of the audit committee shall be
present when reviewing or verifying the State
Department's financial records at the close of
each fiscal year. The Financial Report Form
provided by National Headquarters shall be
completed by the State Treasurer and given to
the Audit Committee for verification and signa-
ture. The State Adjutant shall send the report
to National Headquarters no later than Septem-
ber 30™.

If the total gross income of the state depart-
ment exceeds $300,000, the state financial rec-
ords shall be reviewed and verified by an Inde-
pendent or Certified Public Accountant. The ac-
countant's statement and a completed financial
report form prepared by the accountant shall be
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mailed to National Headquarters no later than
September 30.

Failure to file annual audits with National
Headquarters will bar the State Delegate from
voting at an ensuing National Convention.

Section 7: State Committee Chairmen

Each State Committee Chairman shall be re-
sponsible for their respective program and give
a report when called upon by the State Com-
mander.

ARTICLE VII - VAVS REPRESENTATIVES
AND ASSOCIATE REPRESENTATIVES

Section 1: Duties

In addition to the duties outlined in the Na-
tional Auxiliary Manual, the VAVS Representa-
tive and Associate Representative, if handling
VAVS monies in excess of $200.00, shall be re-
sponsible for establishing and maintaining a
bank account in the name of their State Depart-
ment, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.
Authorized signatures on the VAVS Repre-
sentative's account shall be the VAVS Repre-
sentative, a Deputy Representative, and the
State Treasurer. Authorized signatures on the
Associate VAVS Representative's account shall
be the Associate VAVS Representative and the
State Treasurer.

Each State Department shall provide in their
State Standing Rules as to how many signa-
tures shall be required on a check. Accurate
records shall be kept by the Representative and
the Associate Representative. Records are to
show the source of income and amount, funds
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deposited (if a bank account is maintained), and
expenditures with receipts attached. State
Standing Rules shall also provide for the reten-
tion of VAVS financial records.

All records of the VAVS Representative and
Associate Representative shall be reviewed
and verified by the State Finance Committee.
Said review shall cover a calendar year (Janu-
ary 1 through December 31).

Failure to submit records for review shall be
cause for removal from office.

ARTICLE VIII - FINANCES

Section 1: Revenue

The revenue of the State Department shall
be derived from sources approved by the State
Executive Committee or as determined by the
State Convention.

Section 2: State Per Capita
The State per capita for Life members shall
be $.50.

The State shall determine and provide in the
State Standing Rules the State per capita for
Junior members.

Section 3: State Mandates

The State shall determine and provide in the
State Standing Rules for any State mandates
and details concerning said mandate(s).
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Section 4: State Fundraising Project(s)

Any State Department conducting fundraising
activities shall solicit only its membership or
within its state geographical boundaries.

All fundraising projects or activities for the
State Department must be approved by the DAV
state department.

Section 5: National Mandate

Each membership year national headquar-
ters shall withhold the sum of fifty dollars
($50.00) from each department’s per capita dis-
tribution for Convention expenses. The man-
date must be paid in order for the state depart-
ment to be eligible to vote at a national conven-
tion.

Section 6: State Warrants/Vouchers/Check
Requests and Checks

The State Department shall use war-
rants/vouchers/check requests which shall be
initiated by and signed by the State Adjutant or
Chairman of the State Finance Committee and
cosigned by the State Commander. In the ab-
sence of the State Commander, the State Sen-
ior Vice Commander shall cosign war-
rants/vouchers/check requests.

All State Department checks shall be com-
pleted and signed by the State Treasurer and
cosigned by the State Commander. In the ab-
sence of the State Treasurer or State Com-
mander, the State Senior Vice Commander
shall sign or cosign the checks.
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Section 7: Accumulation of Funds

State Departments may not accumulate
funds, whether for service purposes or other-
wise, in excess of three (3) times the expenses
of their last fiscal year. State Departments
whose accumulated funds exceed this amount
must comply with this Section by expending
such excess within a reasonable time, subject
to the approval of the National Adjutant.

The expenditure of the excess accumulated
funds must be for service purposes, and is sub-
ject to the approval of the National Adjutant.

ARTICLE IX - SUPPLEMENT TO STATE BY-
LAWS - STATE STANDING RULES

Section 1: Supplement to State Bylaws/State
Standing Rules

A copy of the completed Supplement to State
Bylaws adopted at the previous State Conven-
tion and a copy of any proposed amendment(s)
to the State Standing Rules shall be distributed
to the delegates prior to a vote to adopt or
amend.

The state standing rules may be amended by
a majority vote of those registered and voting
during a business session of the state conven-
tion.

Any adopted amendment(s) to the state
standing rules which would affect the sup-
plement shall be included on the Supple-
ment to State Bylaws submitted to national

headquarters.
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The state adjutant at the time of the state
convention shall submit to national headquar-
ters within ten (10) days after the adjournment
of each convention the following:

a. One copy of the completed Supplement
to State Bylaws.

b. One copy of any adopted amendment(s)
to the State Standing Rules. (If there are
no amendment(s) to the State Standing
Rules, it shall be indicated on the Supple-
ment to State Bylaws.)

The supplement and any adopted amend-
ments shall be reviewed for any discrepancies
by the National Judge Advocate prior to their
becoming effective.

NOTE: If a state department reprints their state
standing rules, one copy shall be sub-
mitted to national headquarters for re-
view and notification by the National
Judge Advocate prior to their distribu-
tion.

ARTICLE X - INSTALLING OFFICERS
Section 1: Installing Officers

Installing Officers shall be members in good
standing of the Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary.

The State Commander and State Officers
shall be installed by an Auxiliary Past National
Commander, an Elected National Officer, the
National Adjutant, the National Assistant Adju-
tant, or a Past State Commander. The incoming
State Commander selects the installing officer.
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State executive committee members shall be
installed by an Auxiliary Past National Com-
mander, an elected National Officer, the Na-
tional Adjutant, the National Assistant Adjutant,
an elected State Officer, or a Past State Com-
mander.

The Auxiliary Ritual must be used for all in-
stallations.

ARTICLE XI - JEWELRY AND CAPS

Section 1: Jewelry and Caps

State departments shall determine and pro-
vide in their state standing rules regulations re-
garding the wearing of DAV Auxiliary jewelry
and caps.

All official jewelry shall be purchased through
the DAV Store.

ARTICLE Xl - AMENDMENTS OF BYLAWS

Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended at
any National Convention by a vote of two-thirds
of the total accredited delegates assembled,
provided, that the proposed amendments shall
have been read to the Convention at a business
session before the vote thereon.
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STANDARD LOCAL UNIT BYLAWS
ARTICLE | - ADMINISTRATION

Section 1: Governing Power

Each unit of the Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary shall be governed by the Auxiliary
Standard Local Unit Bylaws as established for
the unit, the Standard State Department By-
laws, and the National Constitution and Bylaws.

Issues arising in a unit shall be discussed
and resolved by the unit, or referred to the state
department by the unit when the issues cannot
be resolved, or referred to Auxiliary National
Headquarters for final resolution and/or en-
forcement when issues cannot be resolved by
the state department.

ARTICLE Il - MEMBERSHIP
See National Bylaws, Article VII.
ARTICLE Ill - UNIT OFFICERS

Section 1: Officers shall be elected as follows:
Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior
Vice Commander, and Treasurer.

Section 2: Unit Commanders may succeed
themselves.

ARTICLE IV - EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1: If a unit desires to have an execu-
tive board, it shall be composed of the Com-
mander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice
Commander, Treasurer, Immediate Past Com-
mander, and the Elected Executive Board
Members or their Alternates. A majority shall
constitute a quorum.
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Units with fifty (50) life members or less shall
elect two (2) Executive Board Members from
the floor. Units with more than fifty (50) life
members shall elect four (4) Executive Board
Members from the floor. If there is not an Imme-
diate Past Commander, an additional Executive
Board Member shall be elected from the floor.

Section 2: This Board shall transact the busi-
ness of the Auxiliary between meetings of the
Unit and make recommendations; provided,
however, that none of its actions conflict with
any actions taken by the Unit. The minutes of
all Executive Board meetings must be read at
the next regular meeting of the unit for approval
by the Unit.

ARTICLE V - ELIGIBILITY FOR UNIT OFFICE

Section 1: Any life member in good standing
shall be eligible to hold a unit office.

A member's dues shall be paid for their entire
term of office.

ARTICLE VI - ELECTION OF UNIT OFFICERS

Section 1: Each unit shall designate when its
officers shall be elected; said election shall be
annually. Nominations for unit officers shall be
made by a method adopted by each unit. The
Adjutant shall notify all life members at least
ten (10) days prior to annual nominations
and/or elections.

Section 2: Only life members in good standing
shall be allowed to vote. Absentee voting is not
allowed. All elections of officers shall be by writ-
ten ballot. A majority of all ballots cast shall be
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necessary to elect. When there is but one can-
didate for an office, election shall be by voice
vote.

The Commander shall appoint two members
to act as tellers. After all who are entitled to do
so have voted, the ballots shall be declared
closed and the tellers shall then proceed to
count the votes in full view of the Unit. One of
the tellers shall examine each ballot, singly, and
pass the same to their associate who shall read
aloud the name or names written on all legal
ballots. The Adjutant shall tally the names and
the results thereof shall be announced by the
Commander.

ARTICLE VII - ELECTION OF STATE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER AND
ALTERNATE

Section 1: Prior to the state convention, each
unit shall elect a State Executive Committee
Member and Alternate to represent their unit on
the State Executive Committee. Their term of
office shall be the same as the state officers. All
State Executive Committee Members and Alter-
nates shall be installed by a proper installing of-
ficer at a time and place provided in the State
Standing Rules.

ARTICLE VIl - INSTALLATION OF UNIT
OFFICERS

Section 1: The Unit Commander and Unit Of-
ficers shall be installed at a regular unit busi-
ness meeting by an Auxiliary Past National
Commander, an elected National Officer, the
National Adjutant, the National Assistant Adju-
tant, an elected state officer, a past state
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commander, or a past unit commander. The
incoming Unit Commander selects the in-
stalling officer.

The Auxiliary Ritual must be used for installation.

Section 2: Each officer, elected or appointed,
must fill the office for which they were chosen
at the first regular business meeting succeeding
installation unless excused by vote of the Unit.
All officers must be installed in person before
assuming the duties of their respective offices.

Section 3: Upon election and installation, or
appointment of the successor to any such of-
fice, all unit property in his or her possession or
control shall be surrendered to their successor.

ARTICLE IX - APPOINTED OFFICERS

Section 1: The Commander shall appoint an
Adjutant and a Chaplain and may appoint a
Color Bearer, Banner Bearer, Patriotic Instruc-
tor, Conductor, Sergeant at Arms, and shall ap-
point chairmen of all committees.

A life member shall not hold more than one
unit office, elective or appointive, with the ex-
ception of units which combine the office of ad-
jutant and treasurer. This restriction does not
apply to positions of committee chairmen, unit
executive board members, state executive
committee members, or alternates.

ARTICLE X - VACANCY IN OFFICE(S)

Section 1: If any officer, elected or appointed,
is absent without good cause for three consec-
utive business meetings, the office shall be au-
tomatically declared vacant.
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Section 2: In the event of a vacancy in the of-
fice of Commander, the Vice Commanders shall
move up according to their rank. An election
shall be held for the office of Junior Vice Com-
mander. In the event of a vacancy in the office
of Senior Vice Commander, the Junior Vice
Commander shall move up, then an election
shall be held to fill the vacancy of Junior Vice
Commander. An election is also held when fill-
ing a vacancy in the office of Treasurer.

The Commander shall select a member to fill
any vacancy in an appointive office.

Section 3: In the event of the removal of a
State Executive Committee Member from of-
fice, due to death, resignation, or inability to dis-
charge the duties of office, the same shall de-
volve upon the Alternate State Executive Com-
mittee Member. An election shall then be held
for the position of Alternate State Executive
Committee Member. Elected Alternates shall
be installed by a proper installing officer at a
time and place provided in the State Standing
Rules.

Should their membership become delin-
quent, it is the Unit's responsibility to immedi-
ately declare the office vacant. State and Na-
tional Headquarters shall be advised of any va-
cancy.

ARTICLE XI - DUTIES OF UNIT OFFICERS

Section 1: Commander

The duties of the Unit Commander are as fol-
lows:
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1. Preside and maintain order at all Unit
meetings.

. Be chairman of the Unit Executive Board.

. Countersign all checks with the Treasurer.

. Give membership initiation to new members.

. Appoint Chairmen of all committees within
30 days after election.

. Cosign all warrants/vouchers/check re-
quests.

7. To display the Unit Charter at all regular

business meetings.

Unit Commanders shall not make cash with-
drawals from Unit Funds.

A wWN
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Section 2: Senior Vice Commander and
Junior Vice Commander

In the absence or disability of the Com-
mander, the Senior Vice Commander and the
Junior Vice Commander shall act for the Com-
mander in the order of their rank.

The Senior Vice Commander shall be the
third authorized signature on all unit bank ac-
counts and shall sign or cosign unit checks in
the absence of the unit Treasurer or unit Com-
mander.

The Unit Senior Vice Commander shall not
make cash withdrawals from Unit Funds.

The Junior Vice Commander shall, in the ab-
sence of the Adjutant, initiate/sign all war-
rants/vouchers/check requests.

Section 3: Adjutant
The duties of the Adjutant are as follows:
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Keep minutes of all unit meetings (regular
and special). Minutes shall be signed and
dated; read at the following meeting, again
signed and dated when approved.

Keep minutes of all unit Executive Board
meetings; read at the next unit meeting.

Handle all correspondence under the di-
rection of the Commander.

. Bring all correspondence including letters,

newsletters, membership information,
notices, etc., to the unit meetings and
make available to all members.

Notify all members of meeting date.

Initiate and sign all warrants/vouchers/
check requests.

Keep an accurate roster of the entire
membership, which may be used by any
officer or chairman, showing the home
address and phone number.

Ensure that the official Officer Election
Report (OER) form is properly completed
and submitted to state and national
headquarters within ten (10) days follow-
ing the annual installation. Any
change(s) during the membership year
also requires submitting a newly com-
pleted Officer Election Report (OER) to
state and national headquarters.
NOTE: Electronic submission of the Of-
ficer Election Report (OER) can also be
performed by an elected unit officer, if
necessary.
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9. Notify all life members at least ten (10)
days prior to annual nominations and/or
elections.

10. Send to the National Adjutant, not later
than thirty (30) days prior to the National
Convention, names of delegates and al-
ternates to said convention.

11. Send financial report to State and Na-
tional Headquarters within ten (10) days
following completion of the audit.

12. Send a copy of the acknowledgement of
filing Form 990-N e-Postcard or a copy
of Form 990-EZ or Form 990 for Units
whose gross income is greater than
$50,000 but less than $100,000 to State
and National Headquarters.

Section 4: Treasurer
The duties of the Treasurer are as follows:

1. Establish and maintain a bank account in
the name of the Unit, Disabled American
Veterans Auxiliary. The three required au-
thorized signatures shall be the Unit Com-
mander, Unit Senior Vice Commander
and Unit Treasurer.

2. Keep a complete financial record of all mon-
ies received, expended, and remitted.

3. Pay out money only on warrants/vouchers/
check requests, properly signed, as voted
upon by the Unit or in accord with Unit
Standing Rules.

4. Sign all checks.
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5. All funds received in the name of the DAV
Auxiliary must be deposited within thirty
(30) calendar days of receipt.

6. Render at each regular business meeting
an itemized statement of receipts and ex-
penditures.

7. Submit all records and a copy of the
acknowledgement of filing Form 990-N e-
Postcard to the Audit Committee for an-
nual audit. If the gross income of the Unit
exceeds $50,000, but is less than
$100,000, a copy of Form 990-EZ or Form
990 must be submitted to the Audit Com-
mittee. If the gross income exceeds
$300,000, the Unit financial records shall
be reviewed and verified by an Independ-
ent or Certified Public Accountant.

8. All other reviews and/or audits shall be
conducted when requested by a majority
vote of unit members.

The Unit Treasurer shall not make cash with-
drawals from Unit Funds.

NOTE: The Unit Adjutant shall send the report to
State and National Headquarters no later than
September 30.

The Financial Report form provided by Na-
tional Headquarters shall be completed by the
Unit Treasurer. The Audit Committee shall ver-
ify and sign the report. The Unit Adjutant shall
send the report to State and National Head-
quarters within ten (10) days following comple-
tion of the audit.
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Failure to comply will bar delegates from vot-
ing at the following State and National Conven-
tions.

ARTICLE XII - UNIT MEETINGS
Section 1: Regular Business Meetings

A Unit shall hold at least four regular busi-
ness meetings per year at a time and place set
by vote of the unit.

All general membership meetings of the unit
may allow for virtual participation of its mem-
bers, to include voting, so long as the active
membership of anyone participating virtually is
validated at the beginning of each meeting and
documented in the unit minutes. Units that wish
to allow for virtual participation of members
would be responsible for facilitating such partic-
ipation.

Members of the unit wishing to cast a
vote during annual officer elections must be
in person and there shall be no voting by
proxy or absentee ballot.

Four Senior members shall constitute a
quorum. One member present shall be the Unit
Commander or a Unit Vice Commander.

All Regular Business meetings shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the Ritual except
where it is necessary to dispense with same in
order to expedite business.

Stations of Officers shall be as designated in
the Ritual.

For order of business at a regular meeting
see Ritual.
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It shall be the duty of all Officers to attend
each meeting of the Unit. In case of the inability
of any Officer to attend a meeting, due notice
shall be given the Commander, and all pertinent
books and papers in the possession of said Of-
ficer shall be presented to the meeting. If a
Chair Officer is absent the presiding Officer
shall designate a member to fill the chair.

Section 2: Special Meetings

Special meetings shall be convened as fol-
lows:

1. By vote of the Unit at a preceding regular
meeting.

2. By direction of the Unit Commander.

3. By the Unit Commander upon receipt of a
written request of a quorum of life mem-
bers; said request shall state the purpose
of the meeting.

Due written notice of Special Meetings and
their purpose shall be sent to each member by
the Adjutant. No business may be transacted at
a Special Meeting except that for which the
meeting was called. A quorum shall be present.
Minutes of meeting shall be read and approved
at the next regular business meeting.

The following shall be the Order of Business
and procedure of Special Meetings:
1. Call to Order.
2. Special Order of Business.
3. Closing.

Section 3: Executive Board Meetings

Executive Board meetings shall be called by
the Commander with sufficient notice to enable
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all members to attend, or on written request of
five (5) life members of the Board with sufficient
notice to all board members.

Section 4: Junior Meetings

Junior meetings shall be conducted as pre-
scribed for Junior groups in the Ritual.

ARTICLE XIiI - UNIT COMMITTEES

Section 1: The commander shall appoint the
following Committees and any other Commit-
tees deemed necessary:

1. Membership
Duties of this Committee include:

a. Stimulation of the growth of the Auxiliary
by contacting members whose dues
have lapsed.

b.To interest inactive members to become

active.

c.To contact persons eligible for member-

ship.
2. Americanism
Duties of the Committee include:

a.Promote the Americanism program of the
National and State Departments.

b. Present instruction on the Flag Code.

c. Present information on National De-
fense.

d. Explain requirements for Citizenship and
instruct in same when applicable.

e. Assist the Unit in the observance of all
Patriotic days.

3. Community Service
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4. Legislative
5. Junior Activities
6. VAVS

These committees shall serve at the pleas-
ure of the Commander. An officer may be a
member of each of the committees, but not nec-
essarily the chairman.

Section 2: Audit Committee

The Audit Committee shall consist of three
(3) life members, excluding the Commander,
Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Com-
mander (when signing warrants, vouchers,
check requests), Adjutant, and Treasurer,
whose duties shall be to audit the financial rec-
ords of the unit each year or said records may
be reviewed and verified by an Independent or
Certified Public Accountant.

Prior to the installation of a change in elected
Treasurer, all members of the Audit Committee
shall be present to audit the financial records of
the unit. This internal audit does not require the
completion of the Annual Financial Report Form
and should not be submitted to National Head-
quarters.

The Annual Financial Report form provided
by National Headquarters shall be completed
by the Unit Treasurer in office on June 30. The
Audit Committee, as part of their annual audit,
shall verify and sign the report. The Unit Adju-
tant shall send the report to State and National
Headquarters no later than September 30.
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If the total gross income of the Unit exceeds
$300,000, the Unit financial records shall be re-
viewed and verified by an Independent or Cer-
tified Public Accountant. The accountant’s
statement and a completed Financial Report
form shall be mailed to State and National
Headquarters by the Unit Adjutant no later than
September 30.

Failure to comply with the above will bar the
delegates from voting at the following State and
National Conventions.

The Annual Financial Report verified and
signed by the Audit Committee, or the Account-
ant’s Statement and completed Annual Finan-
cial Report shall be adopted by the unit mem-
bership.

ARTICLE XIV - UNIT FINANCE AND DUES

Section 1: Membership Dues

The total amount of dues paid by each life
member shall be sent directly to national head-
quarters. Time of distribution to the state de-
partment and to the unit shall be made accord-
ing to the policy set forth by national headquar-
ters.

The membership year of the Auxiliary Unit
shall begin on the first day of July each year and
end on the last day of the following June.

Section 2: National Mandates

Each membership year, national headquar-
ters shall withhold the sum of twenty five dollars
($25.00) from each unit’s per capita distribution
to cover the national mandates in order for the
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unit to be eligible to vote at a national conven-
tion.

Section 3: Fundraising Project(s)

All money obtained from any source, by or
through any person or persons acting for or in
the name of the auxiliary unit, or under its direc-
tion or authority, shall be considered unit funds
and shall be delivered to the treasurer who shall
issue an official receipt therefor.

Auxiliary Units desiring to engage in fund-
raising projects involving contracts are required
to obtain prior approval from their respective
DAV chapter and state department, and in ad-
dition, the prior approval of the National Execu-
tive Committee of the DAV. Contracts are to be
submitted to the National Executive Committee
of the DAYV for approval at least sixty (60) days
prior to the proposed commencement of the
contract.

No local unit of the Disabled American Vet-
erans Auxiliary shall conduct any fundraising
activity, that would involve general public solic-
itation, without prior written approval of the
Chapter with which it is affiliated and, when re-
quired, written approval by the DAV state de-
partment. When there is no Chapter, written
approval must be obtained from the DAV state
department. If there is no DAV state depart-
ment, written approval must be obtained from
the DAV National Executive Committee.

Where no commissions are to be paid, and
solicitation of funds shall be only by personal
contact of members, or friends of members, no

U-15



prior approval shall be required from the chap-
ter or DAV Department Executive Committee
when the gross receipts will be less than $5,000
with advance written notice of thirty (30) days to
the DAV state department on all such fundrais-
ing projects. (Such fundraising must be in com-
pliance with federal, state and local laws.)

No Auxiliary Unit shall conduct any fundrais-
ing project or fundraising activity in the territory
of any other Chapter or Unit before asking for
the required approval and giving written notice
of its intentions with full information about the
proposed drive or activity to all Chapters and
Units within such territory, not less than two
weeks before seeking approval.

Section 4: Forget-Me-Not Drives

Auxiliary Units, with its Chapter’s prior con-
sent, may conduct an annual Forget-Me-Not
Drive, involving solely the offering of Forget-Me-
Not flowers purchased through the DAV Na-
tional Headquarters, and where a paid promoter
is not involved. Each DAV Auxiliary unit shall
advise the DAV state department of the dates
planned, which shall not exceed seven (7) total
days throughout the membership year.

Income from Forget-Me-Not Drives shall be
used solely for service to disabled veterans,
their dependents and survivors, and for no other
purpose.

Section 5: Accumulation of Funds

Units may not accumulate funds, whether for
service purposes or otherwise, in excess of
three (3) times the expenses of their last fiscal
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year. Units whose accumulated funds exceed
this amount must comply with this Section by
expending such excess within a reasonable
time, subject to the approval of the National Ad-
jutant.

The expenditure of the excess accumulated
funds must be for service purposes, and is sub-
ject to the approval of the National Adjutant.

ARTICLE XV - CONVENTIONS
Section 1: Delegate(s)

A life member must be in good standing to be
selected as a delegate or alternate to a State or
National Convention.

Section 2: In the event there are more mem-
bers who wish to be delegates than delegate
votes available, an election will be held to select
the delegates and/or alternates to a convention.

Section 3: Local Units must be in good stand-
ing with National Headquarters and State De-
partment (with dues paid for at least ten (10) life
members, with all National and State Mandates
paid in full and a copy of a Financial Report filed
with both State and National) for their Delegates
to vote at State and National Conventions.

ARTICLE XVI - SUPPLIES

Section 1: All emblems, badges, standards,
and other supplies shall be ordered and/or pur-
chased through the DAV Store. All jewelry dis-
playing the official emblem of our organization
shall also be purchased through the DAV Store.



ARTICLE XVII - DESIGN OF STANDARD

Section 1: The design of Standards of the parent
body shall be used and the wording shall be "Dis-
abled American Veterans Auxiliary."

ARTICLE XVIII - AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended at
any National Convention of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans Auxiliary by two-thirds of the total
votes cast by the accredited Delegates, pro-
vided that the proposed amendment shall have
been read before such Convention at a busi-
ness session before the vote thereon.
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OFFICIAL RITUAL
Of the Disabled American
Veterans Auxiliary
SUGGESTED ROOM SETUP FOR A LOCAL
UNIT MEETING HALL

Either table or standard floor flags may be used.

O 85|48 O
(%) = © —
. s| 2 || E S E
American E £ g5 Banner
Flag o O

Table

Flags

Altar

Jr. Vice
Chaplain Commander
HE NN HENEN
MEMBERSHIP

Sergeant at Arms — Should be at door of meeting hall.
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
FOR REGULAR UNIT MEETINGS
* One rap of gavel, all members be seated.
** Two raps, Officers take their station.
*** Three raps, all members stand.

Before the opening ceremony of regular
meetings, the altar is covered with an altar
cloth, preferably blue with gold, with a closed
Bible on top. For memorial services, a white al-
tar cloth shall be used and the charter will be
draped with white crepe. Memorial services
held during a regular meeting will be conducted
following the opening ceremonies.

Members who arrive late, pause upon enter-
ing the room, salute the Flag and be seated.

The Membership Initiation Ceremony may be
given to Auxiliary members within their respec-
tive units.

The Ceremony is to be conducted at any reg-
ular or special meeting by a unit, state or na-
tional auxiliary commander or any auxiliary past
commander. (In the absence of the com-
mander, the presiding officer may conduct the
ceremony.)
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REGULAR MEETING
COMMANDER sounds gavel. (All be seated)*.

COMMANDER - Officers will please take their
stations™*. (If an officer is absent the Com-
mander appoints some member to fill the va-
cancy for the meeting.)

COMMANDER - Sergeant at Arms, you will see
that the door of our hall is closed.

(If the Colors are presented) —

COMMANDER - Conductor, present the Flag
of our Country. (The Color Bearers, with the
Colors are standing at or just outside the doors
entering the meeting hall, which shall be oppo-
site the Commander's Station.)***

CONDUCTOR - Color Bearers, Forward
March. (Flags posted at positions indicated on
diagram.)

CONDUCTOR — Commander, the Colors are in
position to receive the respect due them.

COMMANDER — Members Salute. (Salute is
given.)

COMMANDER - The Chaplain will invoke the
blessing. (If the Colors are in place, members
stand***.)

CHAPLAIN — (The Chaplain advances to the Al-
tar, opens the Bible, and may give the following
prayer or one that is appropriate.)

We thank Thee, Almighty Father, for permit-
ting us to gather here again. Bless and keep our
absent ones. Help each one of us to live, so that
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the world may be better for our having lived.
Bless and keep our disabled veterans and help
fit each for a long and useful life. May we with
Thy help ever be ready to lend a helping hand
to each and every one of our needy ones.
Amen.

COMMANDER - The Patriotic Instructor will
lead us in the "Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag."

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR - Free your hands;
stand at attention; place your right hand over
your heart or render the appropriate salute; and
join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag; "I
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all."

CONDUCTOR - Post Colors. (After colors are
posted the Chaplain returns to designated sta-
tion.)

COMMANDER - Conductor and Assistant Con-
ductor you may return to your station. (Color
and Banner Bearers take seats beside the Pat-
riotic Instructor and Musician.) (At the discretion
of the Auxiliary our National Anthem "The Star
Spangled Banner" may be sung.)

COMMANDER - Raps (*) All members be
seated.

COMMANDER - Senior Vice Commander,
what is the Purpose of the Disabled American
Veterans Auxiliary?

SR. VICE COMMANDER - The purpose of the
"Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary" shall be
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to uphold and maintain the Constitution and
laws of the United States; to realize the true
American ideals and aims for which those eligi-
ble for Disabled American Veterans member-
ship fought; to advance the interests and work
for the betterment of all wounded, injured, and
disabled veterans; to cooperate with all patriotic
organizations and public agencies devoted to
the cause of improving and advancing the con-
dition, health and interest of wounded, injured
or disabled veterans and their families; to stim-
ulate a feeling of mutual devotion, helpfulness
and comradeship among all members and to
encourage in all people that spirit of under-
standing which will guard against future wars.

COMMANDER - Junior Vice Commander,
what qualifications determine eligibility for
membership in the Disabled American Veter-
ans Auxiliary?

JR. VICE COMMANDER - The family and
extended family members of any person eligible
for membership in the Disabled American Vet-
erans, or members of the Disabled American
Veterans Auxiliary (living or deceased) or a vet-
eran not dishonorably discharged, are eligible
for membership in the Disabled American Vet-
erans Auxiliary.

COMMANDER - This Auxiliary is now open for
any business that may properly come before it.

COMMANDER - Sergeant at Arms, admit any
member who may be waiting. (The Conductor
escorts in any visitors. If there are any distin-
guished guests present, the Commander asks
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the Conductor to escort them to the rostrum.
Each one is escorted to the Altar and presented
to the commander, and is then escorted around
one of the colors at the Commander's station.)
(No one should pass between the Altar and the
Commander's station.)

COMMANDER - The Adjutant will call the roll
of officers. (Sergeant at Arms stands and an-
swers to roll call for officers both present and

absent.)
ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. Vote on Transfer members
2. Introduction of Visitors
3. Introduction of new members. Initiation

10.
11.
12.
13.

Ceremony, if applicable, may follow.
Reading of Minutes of last Unit and Execu-
tive Board Meetings

Treasurer's report of Receipts and Dis-
bursements

Reading of Bills and Communications
Sickness and Distress

Report of Committees: Membership, Amer-
icanism, Community Service, Legislative,
Junior Activities, VAVS, Ways and Means,
and any other appointed committees
Unfinished Business

New Business

Money March

Remarks for the good of the Organization
Closing Ceremony
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CLOSING CEREMONY

COMMANDER - The business of this meeting
has been accomplished. We will now have our
closing ceremonies. (***)

COMMANDER - You will face the East, stand
at attention in devoted memory of our departed
Comrades. Though they have gone West, they
face the East, as the sun rises for them on a
new day. Pause

COMMANDER - Face the Flag of our Country
- Hand salute!

COMMANDER - Face the Altar. The Chaplain
will give the closing prayer. (Chaplain advances
to the Altar, gives prayer.)

CHAPLAIN — Dear Heavenly Father, bless and
keep our Auxiliary members as we are about to
leave this meeting. Help us to be worthy and
loyal members, forgiving in spirit, charitable to
all mankind and ever ready to assist our disa-
bled veterans. Amen. (Close Bible)

COMMANDER - Conductor, retire the Colors.
(Colors are now retired to the rear of the hall.
Color Bearers remain there. As Colors are re-
tired, Chaplain returns to designated station.)

COMMANDER - (*) We are adjourned to meet
again. (Specify date of next meeting.)

U-25



MEMBERSHIP INITIATION CEREMONY

COMMANDER - On behalf of the members of
this unit it is my pleasure to welcome you. As
Commander it is my honor to invite you to take
part in the Membership Ceremony. Please
come forward.

COMMANDER — Members please stand***. |
invite each of you to participate again in the
Membership Initiation Ceremony.

The Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
cherishes four great principles: COMRADE-
SHIP, LOYALTY, DEVOTION and SERVICE.

COMRADESHIP is the term that emphasizes
true friendship. Without it, only strife and dis-
cord will prevail, but with it, all good things are
possible.

LOYALTY is a basic virtue, without Loyalty,
there can be no true Comradeship.

DEVOTION is the basis of our organization. Be
devoted to your God and to the United States of
America.

SERVICE is an action freely given to ease the
burdens of disabled veterans and their loved
ones. Service strengthens the ideals of Com-
radeship, Loyalty and Devotion.

May you always practice the principles of this
organization.

Please place your hand over your heart and
repeat after me, using your name where | use
mine: "l .......... , solemnly promise to always
uphold the Constitution and laws of the United
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States. | will always show the proper courtesy
to the flag of our Country. | will support and obey
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary and the officers of
the organization. | further promise to aid and as-
sist any disabled veteran or any member of their
family, and do my best to remember the pur-
pose of this organization which is based upon
comradeship, loyalty, devotion, and service. All
of this | now affirm."

COMMANDER - Please lower your hand(s).
(*Members be seated.)

COMMANDER - Congratulations.
(Commander may make additional remarks.)
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

COMMANDER - (Conductor) or (Sergeant at
Arms), you will escort to the Commander's sta-
tion the Installing Officer.

CONDUCTOR or SERGEANT AT ARMS — (Es-
corts Installing Officer to Commander's station
and states) Commander, | have the honor to
presenttoyou .............coovininnis ,whoistoin-
stall the officers of this Auxiliary.

(Commander steps to the left of station and
presents gavel to the Installing Officer.)

INSTALLING OFFICER - You are requested to
remain silent during the ceremony of Installa-
tion. (Conductor) or (Sergeant at Arms), you will
take your place to the right of the Altar.

INSTALLING OFFICER — The Adjutant will call
the roll of new Officers to be installed and as
each officer's name is called, they will take their
place to the left of the (Conductor) or (Sergeant
at Arms).

(Officers names are called in order of their
rank: Commander, Senior Vice Commander,
Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, elected
Executive Board members and Alternates. The
Commander stands to the left of the Conductor,
and the other officers to the Commander's left.)

INSTALLING OFFICER — The fact that you
have been selected by the members of this
Auxiliary, for your respective offices, shows that
they have confidence in your ability, and that
they feel assured you will strictly and impartially
discharge all duties incumbent upon you. They
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confide the welfare of this Auxiliary to your
keeping and they are expected at all times to
respect your position. Let their confidence,
therefore, be fully justified by your fidelity. Let
us all remember gratefully the heroism of our
veterans whose name we proudly bear. Realiz-
ing fully these responsibilities, are you willing to
assume the obligation of your office?

(Officers reply, | am.)

INSTALLING OFFICER - (***Members stand)
Place your right hand over your heart, pro-
nounce your name and repeat after me, the ob-
ligation of your respective office.

INSTALLING OFFICER — I,
having been selected as an officer of this Auxn-
iary, do most solemnly pledge myself to faith-
fully, and impartially perform, in letter and spirit,
all duties of the office | am about to enter. |
promise to obey the lawful orders of my superior
officers, and exact the obedience of others
thereto; to the best of my ability and means.
When my successor has been duly selected
and installed, | promise to surrender all property
of the organization in my possession. All of
which | now affirm. (You may lower your hands.)
(*Members be seated.)

INSTALLING OFFICER — Members of this Aux-
iliary, | now present to you the officers of your
choice. | trust you will aid them in the perfor-
mance of their duties. With your help, their term
of office will be highly successful. (Conductor)
or (Sergeant at Arms), you will escort these of-
ficers to their respective stations. (Officers are
escorted in order of their rank.)
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INSTALLING OFFICER — (When all Officers
have been escorted to their stations.) | am
pleased to turn over to you this gavel, the em-
blem of your authority.

COMMANDER - (Makes appropriate re-
sponse.)
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MEMORIAL FOR DEPARTED MEMBERS
(Appropriate music, poems, or readings, may
be used at the discretion of the Auxiliary Unit.)

COMMANDER - Adjutant, you will read the
name (or names) of our departed Member(s).

COMMANDER - Conductor, you will please
place the names of our departed members on
the Altar. (Conductor places charter on Altar,
drapes charter with white crepe. The charter is
placed to the left and the Bible to the right. The
card bearing names is then placed on the char-
ter.)

COMMANDER - Chaplain, you will offer a
prayer for our departed Members. (***) (Mem-
bers stand, while Chaplain advances to the Al-
tar.)

CHAPLAIN — Oh Lord, our God, whose days
are without end and whose mercy is everlast-
ing. As our Members depart to be with Thee and
we march on with broken ranks, help us to be
faithful in their memory and loyal to the spirit
that animated them. Help us to perpetuate their
memory by noble consecration to their ideals.
In Comradeship, Loyalty, Devotion and Service
may we continue worthy of their sacred
memory. Bring us finally, through Thy grace,
into the reunited Comradeship of everlasting
life. Amen.
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BURIAL

(Suggested Ceremony)

This or any other appropriate remarks may be
used at the Unit's discretion.

COMMANDER — We are assembled here to of-
fer our last tribute of respect and affection to our
departed Member. One by one they leave us;
one by one they pass into the Great Beyond.
Their departure leaves our hearts heavy with
SOrrow.

Our beloved Member..............cccoveennnn.
has answered the roll call of the Supreme Com-
mander, but the memory of Comradeship, Loy-
alty, Devotion and Service will linger long in our
hearts.

These Forget-Me-Nots are the chosen flow-
ers of our organization. We place them here in
honor of our beloved member. (Members place
Forget-Me-Nots in the designated place.)

COMMANDER - Let us now hear the words of
our Chaplain

CHAPLAIN — Oh Lord, our God, our Member
has departed to be with Thee. As we march on
with broken ranks, help us in Comradeship,
Loyalty, Devotion, and Service, to be faithful to
and worthy of their Sacred memory. Grant unto
the bereaved relatives and friends, comfort and
consolation. Bring us all finally, through Thy
grace, into the re-united Comradeship of ever-
lasting life. Amen.
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RITUAL FOR JUNIOR MEETING

COMMANDER - Officers will please take their
stations.

COMMANDER — The Chaplain will invoke the
Divine Blessing. (***members stand)

CHAPLAIN — We thank Thee, Almighty Father,
for permitting us to gather here again. Bless and
keep our absent ones. Help each one of us to
so live, that the world may be better for our hav-
ing lived. Bless and keep our disabled veterans
and help fit each for a long and useful life. May
we, with Thy help, ever be ready to lend a help-
ing hand to each and every one of our needy
ones. Amen.

COMMANDER - The Patriotic Instructor will
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR - Members, Sa-
lute: "I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the Republic
for which it stands, one Nation under God, indi-
visible with liberty and justice for all."

COMMANDER - All members be seated. (*)

COMMANDER — Senior Vice Commander what
is the Purpose of the Juniors of the Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary?

SR. VICE COMMANDER — The Purpose of the
Juniors is to assist our Senior Auxiliary in all
their work to help the Disabled American Veter-
ans and their families.

COMMANDER - Junior Vice Commander who
is eligible for membership in the Junior Auxiliary?
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JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER - All family and
extended family members of any person eligible
for membership in the Disabled American Vet-
erans or Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
(living or deceased) under 18 years of age.

COMMANDER - Adjutant you will call the roll of
officers: (Adjutant reads roll of officers, Ser-
geant at Arms stands and answers to roll call
for officers both present and absent.)

ORDER OF BUSINESS

. Presenting new members

. Reading of minutes of last meeting

. Treasurer's Report

. Reports of Committees on Projects

. Unfinished Business

. New Business

. Money March

8. Closing Ceremony

COMMANDER - The business of this meeting

has been accomplished. We will now have our
closing prayer. (*** members stand)

CHAPLAIN — "Dear Heavenly Father bless and
keep our Junior members. Help us to be loyal
Americans, and true to the ideals upon which
the Disabled American Veterans and their Aux-
iliary are founded. Amen."

COMMANDER — We are adjourned to meet
again.

N O O b WDN -
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JUNIOR AUXILIARY
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

COMMANDER - Conductor, please escort the
Installing Officer to the Commander's station.
(Junior Commander designates the Installing
Officer, who shall be any elected Officer of the
Senior Auxiliary.)

CONDUCTOR - (Escorts Installing Officer to
Commander's station and says) - Commander,
| have the honortopresent .......................... ,
who is to install the officers. (Commander steps
to the left and presents gavel to the Installing
Officer.)

INSTALLING OFFICER - You are requested to
remain silent during the Installation Ceremony.
Conductor, please take your place to the right
of the Altar.

INSTALLING OFFICER — The Adjutant will call
the roll of new Officers, and as each one's name
is called, they will take their place to the left of
the Conductor.

INSTALLING OFFICER - The fact that you
have been selected for office by the members
of this Junior Auxiliary shows that they have
confidence in you. We trust that you will fulfill
the duties of your office to the best of your abil-
ity. Are you willing to assume the obligation of
your office?

(Officers reply, | am.)
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INSTALLING OFFICER - (***Members stand)
Place your right hand over your heart, pro-
nounce your name and repeat after me,
Ly , having been selected as an
Officer of this Junlor Auxiliary, do most solemnly
pledge myself to faithfully perform all duties of
the office | am about to enter. (You may lower
your hands.)

INSTALLING OFFICER — Members of this Jun-
ior Auxiliary, | present to you the Officers of your
choice. Conductor, escort these Officers to their
stations.

INSTALLING OFFICER — Commander, | am
pleased to turn over to you this gavel, the em-
blem of your authority.

JUNIOR AUXILIARY COMMANDER - (Makes
appropriate response.)
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JUNIOR AUXILIARY INITIATION OF
NEW MEMBERS

COMMANDER — We are now ready for the ini-
tiation. You are requested to remain silent dur-
ing the ceremony.

COMMANDER - Conductor, take your place at
the left of the Altar.

COMMANDER - The Adjutant will call the
names of the candidates. As your name is
called, you will take your place at the right of the
Conductor.

COMMANDER - Are you willing to take the ob-
ligation of this Junior Auxiliary?

CANDIDATES — | am.

COMMANDER - (***Members stand.) Place
your right hand over your heart and repeat after
me, using your name where | use mine; I,
.................... , solemnly promise | will always
uphold the Constitution and Laws of the United
States, and will always show proper courtesy to
our Flag. | promise always to help any disabled
veteran or members of their family, and | will do
my best to be a loyal and worthy member of this
organization.

COMMANDER - You may lower your hand.
Raps (*).

Commander asks new members to face au-
dience — introduces them and asks them to be
seated with the members.
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DEDICATION OF COLORS
(Suggested Ceremony)

(Master of Ceremonies, if any, is introduced and
given gavel. Distinguished guests are escorted
to rostrum and introduced. Gavel is then pre-
sented to the presiding Officer for the purpose
of dedication.)

PRESIDING OFFICER:
(Raps gavel three times, all rise)

"Conductor, please present the new colors to
their proper position before the Altar."

PRESIDING OFFICER:
(Audience remains standing)

"Before us is the Flag of our country. The
RED is symbolic of the blood from the hearts
and wounds of the brave Americans who,
through the years, have fought for their God,
and their country. The WHITE signifies God's
pure light which guides our great nation. The
BLUE is fittingly, the color of the heavens. The
stars are the bright diadem crowning truth and
democracy, and the stripes illustrate the
straight, unswerving path down which the dedi-
cated men and women of the Armed Forces of
America have marched, uprightly. The Star
Spangled Banner is more than a Flag. Let us
always be true to its ideals and worthy of its ex-
alted traditions.



"Beside it are the colors of the Auxiliary. The
DEEP BLUE denotes courage and patriotism.
The EMBLEM of the Disabled American Veter-
ans portrays Columbia bestowing a Knighthood
of love and gratitude upon a kneeling injured
soldier, who is symbolic of all branches of
America's Armed Forces. May we always honor
those disabled in service to our country. The
mission of the Disabled American Veterans and
its Auxiliary will not be accomplished until the
needs of all wartime disabled and their depend-
ents are fulfilled."

"The Chaplain will now lead us in prayer."
Suggested Prayer

"We thank Thee heavenly Father for the
beauty of symbolism which has inspired us. For
the response that warms our hearts when we
look upon the beauty of our National Colors;
Bless our Veterans and the members of their
families and let us be ever mindful of their sac-
rifices for our country.

"In honoring our Flag, may we build up within
ourselves honor and justice and integrity of life.
Bless our America and make her Thine own
messenger of righteousness and peace."

AMEN

(The National Anthem may be sung as a solo
or in unison)

PRESIDING OFFICER:

"I now dedicate these colors in the name of
) LUnit #...... Disabled American
Veterans Auxmary Join me in saluting them."



"We will be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
the Patriotic Instructor."

PRESIDING OFFICER:

"Conductor, will you see that the newly dedi-
cated Colors are posted." (When posted, rap
once, seat audience.)

(Any appropriate music, poems, readings, may
be used at the discretion of the Auxiliary fol-
lowed by appropriate thanks to donors, and re-
marks by distinguished guests and Auxiliary
Commander. After a brief recess, the regular
meeting may be opened in accordance with
opening ceremony.)

APPROVED FLAG CUSTOMS
How to Display the Flag
Public Law 94-344 - 94th Congress, S.J. Res. 49
July 7, 1976

To amend the joint resolution entitled "Joint
resolution to codify and emphasize existing rules
and customs pertaining to the display and use of
the Flag of the United States of America." Re-
solved by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled. That the joint resolution entitled,
"Joint resolution to codify and emphasize existing
rules and customs pertaining to the display and
use of the Flag of the United States of America,"
as amended (36 U.S.C. 171-178), is amended —

That the following codification of existing rules
and customs pertaining to the display and use of
the Flag of the United States of America be, and



it is hereby, established for the use of such civil-
ians or civilian groups or organizations as may
not be required to conform with regulations
promulgated by one or more executive depart-
ments of the Government of the United States.
"The Flag of the United States for the purpose of
this chapter shall be defined according to title 4,
United States Code, chapter 1, section 1 and
section 2 and Executive Order 10834 issued pur-
suant thereto."

Sec. 6.

(a) It is the universal custom to display the Flag
only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However,
when a patriotic effect is desired, the Flag may
be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illumi-
nated during the hours of darkness.

(b) The Flag should be hoisted briskly and low-
ered ceremoniously.

(c) The Flag should not be displayed on days
when the weather is inclement, except when
an all-weather Flag is displayed.

(d) The Flag should be displayed on all days, es-
pecially on New Year's Day, January 1; Inau-
guration Day, January 20; Martin Luther King
Jr.’s, the third Monday in January; Lincoln's
Birthday, February 12; Washington's Birthday,
third Monday in February; Easter Sunday
(variable); Mother's Day, second Sunday in
May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in
May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the
last Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Inde-
pendence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first Mon-
day in September; Constitution Day, Septem-
ber 17; Columbus Day, second Monday in
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October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans
Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day, fourth
Thursday in November; Christmas Day, De-
cember 25; and such other days as may be
proclaimed by the President of the United
States; the birthdays of States (date of admis-
sion); and on State holidays.

(e) The Flag should be displayed daily on or near
the main administration building of every pub-
lic institution.

(f) The Flag should be displayed in or near every
polling place on election days.

(g) The Flag should be displayed during school
days in or near every schoolhouse.

Sec. 7. The Flag, when carried in a procession
with another flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the Flag's own right, or, if
there is a line of other flags, in front of the center
of that line.

(a) The Flag should not be displayed on a float in
a parade except from a staff, or as provided in
subsection (i) of this section.

(b) The Flag should not be draped over the
hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of

a railroad train or a boat. When the Flag
is displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall
be fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped

to the right fender.

(c) No other flag or pennant should be placed
above or, if on the same level, to the right of
the Flag of the United States of America, ex-
cept during church services conducted by na-
val chaplains at sea, when the church pen-
nant may be flown above the Flag during
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church services for the personnel of the Navy.
No person shall display the Flag of the
United Nations or any other national or in-
ternational flag, equal, above, or in a posi-
tion of superior prominence or honor to or in
place of the Flag of the United States at the
headquarters of the United Nations.

The Flag of the United States of America,
when it is displayed with another flag against
a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the
right, the Flag's own right, and its staff should
be in front of the staff of the other flag.

The Flag of the United States of America
should be at the center and at the highest
point of the group when a number of flags of
States or localities or pennants of societies
are grouped and displayed from staffs.

When flags of States, cities, or localities, or
pennants of societies are flown on the same
halyard with the Flag of the United States, the
latter should always be at the peak. When the
flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the Flag
of the United States should be hoisted first
and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may
be placed above the Flag of the United States
or to the United States Flag's right.

(g) When flags of two or more nations are dis-

(h)

played, they are to be flown from separate
staffs of the same height. The flags should be
of approximately equal size. International us-
age forbids the display of the flag of one na-
tion above that of another nation in time of
peace.

When the Flag of the United States is dis-
played from a staff projecting horizontally or at
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an angle from the window sill, balcony, or front
of a building, the union of the flag should be
placed at the peak of the staff unless the Flag
is at half-staff. When the Flag is suspended
over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a
house to a pole at the edge of the sidewalk,
the Flag should be hoisted out, union first,
from the building.

(i) When displayed either horizontally or vertically

against a wall, the union should be uppermost
and to the Flag's own right, that is, to the ob-
server's left. When displayed in a window, the
Flag should be displayed in the same way,
with the union or blue field to the left of the
observer in the street.

(i) When the Flag is displayed over the middle of

the street, it should be suspended vertically
with the union to the north in an east and west
street or to the east in a north and south
street.

(k) When used on a speaker's platform, the Flag,

if displayed flat, should be displayed above
and behind the speaker. When displayed from
a staff in a church or public auditorium, the
Flag of the United States of America should
hold the position of superior prominence, in
advance of the audience, and in the position
of honor at the clergyman's or speaker's right
as he faces the audience. Any other flag so
displayed should be placed on the left of the
clergyman or speaker or to the right of the au-
dience.

The Flag should form a distinctive feature of
the ceremony of unveiling a statue or
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monument, but it should never be used as the
covering for the statue or monument.

(m) The Flag, when flown at half-staff, should be
first hoisted to the peak for an instant and then
lowered to the half-staff position. The Flag
should be again raised to the peak before it is
lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the
Flag should be displayed at half-staff until
noon only, then raised to the top of the staff.
By order of the President, the Flag shall be
flown at half-staff upon the death of principal
figures of the United States Government and
the Governor of a State, territory, or posses-
sion, as a mark of respect to their memory. In
the event of the death of other officials or for-
eign dignitaries, the Flag is to be displayed at
half-staff according to presidential instructions
or orders, or in accordance with recognized
customs or practices not inconsistent with law.
In the event of the death of a present or former
official of the government of any State, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States, the
Governor of that State, territory, or possession
may proclaim that the National Flag shall be
flown at half-staff. The Flag shall be flown at
half-staff, and the same authority is provided
to the Mayor of the District of Columbia with
respect to present or former officials of the
District of Columbia and members of the
Armed Forces from the District of Columbia.
When the Governor of a state, territory, pos-
session, or the Mayor of the District of Colum-
bia, issues a proclamation under the preced-
ing sentence, that the National flag be flown
at half-staff in that State, territory, or posses-
sion, or in the District of Columbia because of
the death of a member of the Armed Forces,
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the National flag flown at any Federal installa-
tion or facility in the area covered by that proc-
lamation shall be flown at half-staff consistent
with that proclamation. The flag shall be flown
at half-staff thirty days from the death of the
President or a former President; ten days from
the day of death of the Vice President, the
Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the
United States or the Speaker of the House of
Representatives; from the day of death until
interment of an Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court, a Secretary of an executive or
military department, a former Vice President,
or the Governor of a State, territory, or pos-
session; and on the day of death and the fol-
lowing day for a member of Congress. The
flag shall be flown at half-staff on Peace Offic-
ers Memorial Day, unless that day is also
Armed Forces Day. As used in this subsec-
tion —

(1) the term “half-staff means the position of
the Flag when it is one-half the distance
between the top and bottom of the staff;

(2) the term “executive or military depart-
ment” means any agency listed under
sections 101 and 102 of Title 5, United
States Code; and

(3) the term “Member of Congress” means a
Senator, a Representative, a Delegate, or
the Resident Commissioner from Puerto
Rico.

When the Flag is used to cover a casket, it
should be so placed that the union is at the
head and over the left shoulder. The Flag
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should not be lowered into the grave or al-
lowed to touch the ground.

(o) When the Flag is suspended across a corridor
or lobby in a building with only one main en-
trance, it should be suspended vertically with
the union of the Flag to the observer's left
upon entering. If the building has more than
one main entrance, the Flag should be sus-
pended vertically near the center of the corri-
dor or lobby with the union to the north, when
entrances are to the east and west or to the
east when the entrances are to the north and
south. If there are entrances in more than two
directions, the union should be to the east.

Sec. 8. No disrespect should be shown to the Flag
of the United States of America; the Flag should
not be dipped to any person or thing. Regimental
colors, State Flags, and organizational or institu-
tional flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

(a) The Flag should never be displayed with the
union down, except as a signal of dire distress
in instances of extreme danger to life or prop-
erty.

(b) The Flag should never touch anything beneath
it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or mer-
chandise.

(c) The Flag should never be carried flat or hori-
zontally, but always aloft and free.

(d) The Flag should never be used as wearing ap-
parel, bedding or drapery. It should never be
festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but
always allowed to fall free. Bunting of blue,
white, and red, always arranged with the blue
above, the white in the middle, and the red
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below, should be used for covering a speak-
er's desk, draping the front of the platform and
for decoration in general.

(e) The Flag should never be fastened, dis-
played, used, or stored in such a manner as
to permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or dam-
aged in any way.

(f) The Flag should never be used as a covering
for a ceiling.

(g) The Flag should never have placed upon
it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any
mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, pic-
ture, or drawing of any nature.

(h) The Flag should never be used as a receptacle
for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering
anything.

(i) The Flag should never be used for advertising
purposes in any manner whatsoever. It should
not be embroidered on such articles as cush-
ions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or
otherwise impressed on paper napkins or
boxes or anything that is designed for tempo-
rary use and discard. Advertising signs should
not be fastened to a staff or halyard from
which the Flag is flown.

(i) No part of the Flag should ever be used as a
costume or athletic uniform. However, a Flag
patch may be affixed to the uniform of military
personnel, firemen, policemen, and members
of patriotic organizations. The Flag represents
a living country and is itself considered a living
thing. Therefore, the lapel Flag pin being a rep-
lica, should be worn on the left lapel near the
heart.
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(k) The Flag, when it is in such condition that is no
longer a fitting emblem for display, should be
destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by
burning.

Sec.9. During the ceremony of hoisting or lower-
ing the Flag or when the Flag is passing in a pa-
rade or in review, all persons present in uniform
should render the military salute. All other per-
sons present should face the Flag and stand at
attention with the right hand over the heart, or if
applicable, remove their headdress with their right
hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand be-
ing over the heart. Citizens of other countries
should stand at attention. All such conduct toward
the flag in a moving column should be rendered at
the moment the Flag passes.

Sec. 10. Any rule or custom pertaining to the dis-
play of the Flag of the United States of America,
set forth herein, may be altered, modified, or re-
pealed, or additional rules with respect thereto
may be prescribed, by the Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces of the United States, whenever
he deems it to be appropriate or desirable; and
any such alteration or additional rule shall be set
forth in a proclamation.

Title 36 United States Code. Sec. 301. National
Anthem.

During rendition of the national anthem when the
Flag is displayed, all present except those in uni-
form should stand at attention facing the Flag with
the right hand over the heart. Men not in uniform
should remove their headdress with their right
hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand be-
ing over the heart. Individuals in uniform should
give the military salute at the first note of the

Xl



anthem and maintain that position until the last
note. When the Flag is not displayed, all present
should face toward the music and act in the same
manner they would if the Flag were displayed.

Title 4 United States Code. Sec. 4. Pledge of Al-
legiance. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: “I
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States
of America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all.” Should be rendered by
standing at attention facing the Flag with the right
hand over the heart. When not in uniform, men
should remove any non-religious headdress with
their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the Flag, and render the
military salute.

Xl



DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS AUXILIARY
PAST NATIONAL COMMANDERS

First Natl. Convention
June 26 - 30, 1922
San Francisco, California

Second Natl. Convention
June 25 - 30, 1923
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Third Natl. Convention
June 23 - 28, 1924
Salt Lake City, Utah

Fourth Natl. Convention
June 22 - 27, 1925
Omaha, Nebraska

Fifth Natl. Convention
June 21 - 28, 1926
Atlanta, Georgia

Sixth Natl. Convention
June 20 - 26, 1927
El Paso, Texas

Seventh Natl. Convention

June 25 - 30, 1928
Denver, Colorado

Eighth Natl. Convention
June 23 - 28, 1929
Detroit, Michigan

Ninth Natl. Convention
June 23 - 28, 1930
New Orleans, Louisiana

Tenth Natl. Convention
June 22 - 27, 1931

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

Eleventh Natl. Convention

June 20 - 25, 1932
San Diego, California

Mrs. John Paul Jones
(deceased)
St. Paul, Minnesota

Mrs. Robert Renton
(deceased)
Walla Walla, Washington

Ann E. Fouts
(deceased)
Colorado Spgs., Colorado

Estelle Patrick
(deceased)
Witchita, Kansas

Genevieve Brown
(deceased)
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Ann Fouts Weber
(deceased)
Colorado Spgs., Colorado

Violet Thomson
(deceased)
Kansas City, Missouri

Cora Lambertson
(deceased)
Gainesville, Florida

Re-elected

Frieda Mooney Jones
(deceased)
Los Angeles, California

Re-elected



Twelfth Natl. Convention
June 24 - July 1, 1933
Cincinnati, Ohio

Thirteenth Natl. Convention
June 30 - July 7, 1934
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Fourteenth Natl. Convention
July 14 - 19, 1935
New Haven, Connecticut

Fifteenth Natl. Convention
July 20 - 25, 1936
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sixteenth Natl. Convention
July 31 - August 7, 1937
Columbus, Ohio

Seventeenth Natl. Convention
August 13 - 20, 1938
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Eighteenth Natl. Convention
July 30 - August 5, 1939
Boston, Massachusetts

Nineteenth Natl. Convention
August 24 - 31, 1940
Green Bay, Wisconsin

Twentieth Natl. Convention
August 9 - 16, 1941
Louisville, Kentucky

Twenty-first Natl. Convention
1942
Convention postponed

Twenty-first Natl. Convention
Sept. 17 - 20, 1943
New York, New York

Twenty-second Natl. Convention
Sept. 12 - 15, 1944
Denver, Colorado

XV

Re-elected

Frances Connelly
(deceased)
Irvington, New Jersey

Re-elected

Dolly Secord
(deceased)
Denver, Colorado

Re-elected

Lily Ginsberg
(deceased)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Re-elected

Barbara Spargur
(deceased)
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Re-elected

Maudie Sargent
(deceased)
Kansas City, Missouri

Re-elected



Twenty-third Natl. Convention
Oct. 19 - 23, 1945
Chicago, lllinois

Twenty-fourth Natl. Convention
Sept. 2 - 6, 1946
Portland, Oregon

Twenty-fifth Natl. Convention
August 17 - 23, 1947
Las Vegas, Nevada

Twenty-sixth Natl. Convention
August 15 - 21, 1948
New York, New York

Twenty-seventh Natl. Convention
August 14 - 20, 1949
Cleveland, Ohio

Twenty-eighth Natl. Convention
August 13 - 20, 1950
San Francisco, California

Twenty-ninth Natl. Convention
August 12 - 18, 1951
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Thirtieth Natl. Convention
August 10 - 16, 1952
Boston, Massachusetts

Thirty-first Natl. Convention
August 23 - 29, 1953
Kansas City, Missouri

Thirty-second Natl. Convention
August 15 - 20, 1954
Miami Beach, Florida

Thirty-third Natl. Convention
August 14 - 20, 1955
Des Moines, lowa

Thirty-fourth Natl. Convention
August 19 - 25, 1956
San Antonio, Texas

XVI

Beatrice Hogan
(deceased)
Cincinnati, Ohio

Re-elected

Josephine Jeths
(deceased)
Chicago, lllinois

Re-elected

Henrietta Mills
(deceased)
Los Angeles, California

Re-elected

Thelma Feighner
(deceased)
Washington, D.C.

Isabelle Martone
(deceased)
Waterbury, Connecticut

Catherine Early
(deceased)
Dallas, Texas

Mae Holmes
(deceased)
Detroit, Michigan

Helen Heckler
(deceased)
Albuquerque, NM

Helen Ishmael
(deceased)
Kansas City, Missouri



Thirty-fifth Natl. Convention
August 18 - 24, 1957
Buffalo, New York

Thirty-sixth Natl. Convention
August 10 - 16, 1958
Louisville, Kentucky

Thirty-seventh Natl. Convention
August 16 - 22, 1959
Miami Beach, Florida

Thirty-eighth Natl. Convention
August 21 - 27, 1960
Seattle, Washington

Thirty-ninth Natl. Convention
August 23 - 26, 1961
St. Louis, Missouri

Fortieth Natl. Convention
August 20 -24, 1962
Atlantic City, New Jersey

Forty-first Natl. Convention
August 19 - 25, 1963
Miami Beach, Florida

Forty-second Natl. Convention
August 17 - 21, 1964
Phoenix, Arizona

Forty-third Natl. Convention
August 1 - 6, 1965
New Orleans, Louisiana

Forty-fourth Natl. Convention
August 8 -12, 1966
New York, New York

Forty-fifth Natl. Convention
July 31 - August 4, 1967
Denver, Colorado

Forty-sixth Natl. Convention
August 18 - 23, 1968
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

XVII

Vi Hoffman
(deceased)
Glendale, California

Jeannette Peterson
(deceased)

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Florence Green
(deceased)
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Lucille McCarthy
(deceased)

Newtonville, Massachusetts

Carrie Lawson
(deceased)
Wichita, Kansas

Christine Ware
(deceased)
Memphis, Tennessee

Mildred Taylor
(deceased)
San Jose, California

Mary Wright
(deceased)
Baltimore, Maryland

Margaret Burke
(deceased)
Stillwater, Minnesota

Peggy Ramsey
(deceased)
Houston, Texas

Viola Green
(deceased)
Seattle, Washington

Marie Waldman
(deceased)
Miami, Florida



Forty-seventh Natl. Convention
August 25 - 29, 1969
Miami Beach, Florida

Forty-eighth Natl. Convention
July 26 - August 1, 1970
Los Angeles, California

Forty-ninth Natl. Convention
August 8 - 13, 1971
Detroit, Michigan

Fiftieth Natl. Convention
August 20 - 25, 1972
St. Louis, Missouri

Fifty-first Natl. Convention
August 12 - 18, 1973
Miami Beach, Florida

Fifty-second Natl. Convention
August 4 - 10, 1974
New Orleans, Louisiana

Fifty-third Natl. Convention
August 30 - Sept. 3, 1975
Honolulu, Hawaii

Fifty-fourth Natl. Convention
August 1 - 6, 1976
Miami Beach, Florida

Fifty-fifth Natl. Convention
July 10 - 15, 1977
Las Vegas, Nevada

Fifty-sixth Natl. Convention
August 13 - 18, 1978
San Francisco, California

Fifty-seventh Natl. Convention
July 15 - 20, 1979
Boston, Massachusetts

Fifty-eighth Natl. Convention
July 25 - 29, 1980
Honolulu, Hawaii

Margaret D'Angelo
(deceased)
Metairie, Louisiana

Pauline Wright
(deceased)
Arvada, Colorado

Helen Davis
(deceased)
Macon, Georgia

Nelda Koontz Wilson
(deceased)
Decatur, lllinois

Dorothy Van Hoy
(deceased)
Independence, Missouri

Marjorie Maguire
(deceased)
Kensington, Maryland

Mary Beth Schulze
(deceased)
Alliance, Ohio

Thelma Williamson
(deceased)
Arlington, Virginia

Marjorie Vincent
(deceased)
Alhambra, California

Florence Valgardson
(deceased)
Provo, Utah

Maurine Pederson
(deceased)
Kansas City, Missouri

Maria Tedrow
(deceased)
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania
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Fifty-ninth Natl. Convention
July 12 - 17, 1981
Miami Beach, Florida

Sixtieth Natl. Convention
July 18 - 23, 1982
Las Vegas, Nevada

Sixty-first Natl. Convention
July 31 - August 4, 1983
Los Angeles, California

Sixty-second Natl. Convention
August 26 - 30, 1984
Washington, D.C.

Sixty-third Natl. Convention
July 21 - 25, 1985
New Orleans, Louisiana

Sixty-fourth Natl. Convention
July 20 - 24, 1986
Reno, Nevada

Sixty-fifth Natl. Convention
August 16 - 20, 1987
Atlanta, Georgia

Sixty-sixth Natl. Convention
July 23 - 28, 1988
Dallas, Texas

Sixty-seventh Natl. Convention
July 29 - August 3, 1989
Las Vegas, Nevada

Sixty-eighth Natl. Convention
July 28 - August 2, 1990
Anaheim, California

Sixty-ninth Natl. Convention
July 27 - August 1, 1991
New Orleans, Louisiana

Seventieth Natl. Convention
August 1 - August 6, 1992
Reno, Nevada

Betty Hall
(deceased)
Houston, Texas

Eva B. Rodgers
(deceased)
Denver, Colorado

Florence E. Daley
(deceased)
Boston, Massachusetts

Sally Wilton
(deceased)
Phoenix, Arizona

Betty Wimmer
(deceased)
Wausau, Wisconsin

Loneita Shoemaker
(deceased)
Little Rock, Arkansas

Katherine E. Pearson
(deceased)
No. Mankato, Minnesota

Rose Marie Schilpp
(deceased)
Independence, Missouri

Shelia C. Allred
(deceased)
Raleigh, North Carolina

Myrtice R. Vinson
(deceased)
Macon, Georgia

Claudia R. Roy
West Chesterfield, N.H.

Barbara A. Maldet
(deceased)
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania
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Seventy-first Natl. Convention
August 14 - 19, 1993
San Francisco, California

Seventy-second Natl. Convention
August 20 - 25, 1994
Chicago, lllinois

Seventy-third Natl. Convention
July 22 - 27, 1995
Las Vegas, Nevada

Seventy-fourth Natl. Convention
July 27 - August 1, 1996
New Orleans, Louisiana

Seventy-fifth Natl. Convention
August 16 - 21, 1997
Las Vegas, Nevada

Seventy-sixth Natl. Convention
August 22 - 27, 1998
Las Vegas, Nevada

Seventy-seventh Natl. Convention
August 21 - 26, 1999
Orlando, Florida

Seventy-eighth Natl. Convention
August 19 - 24, 2000
Reno, Nevada

Seventy-ninth Natl. Convention
July 28 - August 2, 2001
Miami, Florida

Eightieth Natl. Convention
August 10 - 14, 2002
Dallas, Texas

Eighty-first Natl. Convention
August 15 - 19, 2003
New Orleans, Louisiana

XX

Bonita H. Newell
(deceased)
Denver, Colorado

Jane A. Troutman
Concord, North Carolina

Barbara L. Hicks
(deceased)
Columbus, Ohio

Margaret E. Hass
(deceased)
Bowbells, North Dakota

Evelynne Dunn
(deceased)
Las Vegas, Nevada

Evelyn B. Dorsey
(deceased)
Washington, D.C.

Paula K. Raymond
Alton, Illinois

Carol A. Gray
(deceased)
Grand Rapids, Michigan

R. Renée Jones
Gastonia, North Carolina

Linda A. Trulio
Maywood, New Jersey

Janet W, Bennett
(deceased)
Reno, Nevada



Eighty-second Natl. Convention
July 31 - August 3, 2004
Reno, Nevada

Eighty-third Natl. Convention
August 14 - 17, 2005
Las Vegas, Nevada

Eighty-fourth Natl. Convention
August 12 - 15, 2006
Chicago, lllinois

Eighty-fifth Natl. Convention
August 11 - 14, 2007
New Orleans, Louisiana

Eighty-sixth Natl. Convention
August 9 - 12, 2008
Las Vegas, Nevada

Eighty-seventh Natl. Convention
August 22 - 25, 2009
Denver, Colorado

Eighty-eighth Natl. Convention
July 31 - August 3, 2010
Atlanta, Georgia

Eighty-ninth Natl. Convention
August 6 - 9, 2011
New Orleans, Louisiana

Ninetieth Natl. Convention
August 4 -7, 2012
Las Vegas, Nevada

Ninety-first Natl. Convention
August 10 - 13, 2013
Orlando, Florida

Ninety-second Natl. Convention
August 7 - 12, 2014
Las Vegas, Nevada

XXI

Gertrude E. Tidwell
(deceased)
Atoka, Oklahoma

Judy M. Steinhouse
Fargo, North Dakota

Donna M. Tanner
(deceased)
Lynn, Massachusetts

Kathryn A. Wiley

Soap Lake, Washington

Sandra J. Dobmeier
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Kay Egan
(deceased)
Lehigh Acres, Florida

Susan M. Henry

Memphis, Tennessee

Patti Rapisand
Benbrook, Texas

Donna M. Adams
Glendale, Arizona

Susan K. Miller
Las Animas Colorado

LeeAnn B. Karg
Dassel, Minnesota



Ninety-third Natl. Convention

August 6 - 11, 2015
Denver, Colorado

Ninety-fourth Natl. Convention

July 31 - August 3, 2016
Atlanta, Georgia

Ninety-fifth Natl. Convention

July 29 - August 1, 2017
New Orleans, Louisiana

Ninety-sixth Natl. Convention

July 14 - 17,2018
Reno, Nevada

Ninety-seventh Natl. Convention

August 6 — 9, 2019
Orlando, Florida

Ninety-eighth Natl. Convention

July 31 — August 3, 2021
Orlando, Florida

Ninety-ninth Natl. Convention

August 6 — 9, 2022
Orlando, Florida

One-hundredth Natl. Convention

August 5 — 8, 2023
Atlantic City, New Jersey

One-hundred first Natl. Convention

August 3 — 6, 2024
Phoenix, Arizona

One-hundred-second Natl. Convention

August 9 — 12, 2025
Las Vegas, Nevada

Linda S. Stake
(deceased)
Heber Springs, Arkansas

Frances J. Costa
North Attleboro, Mass.

William Craig Johniken
(deceased)
Lufkin, Texas

Ellen L. Timmerman

Farmington, New Mexico

Diane J. Franz
Winter Springs, Florida

Lynn Helms Prosser
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Darlene Spence
Selma, Texas

AnnMarie Hurley
Hull, Massachusetts

Christopher Easley
Owasso, Oklahoma

Melissa Pierce
Cedar Rapids, lowa



DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS AUXILIARY
PAST NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATES

1927-1928 Jennie Devlin
Illinois

1928-1931 Genevieve Brown, PNC
Minnesota

1931-1938 Violet Thomson, PNC
Missouri

1938-1941 Dolly Secord, PNC
Colorado

1941-1965 Adelaide Irwin
California

1965-1967 Beatrice Hogan, PNC
Maryland

1967-1986 Lucille McCarthy, PNC
Florida

1986-1988 Evelyn Ramirez
California

1988-1990 Lelia McGinnis
California

1990-Feb. 1992 Elizabeth Diestler
lowa

Feb. 1992-Aug. 1992 Lucille McCarthy, PNC
Florida

1992-2005 Shelia C. Allred, PNC
North Carolina

2005-2010 Carol A. Gray, PNC
Michigan

2010-2013 Kathryn A. Wiley, PNC
Washington

2013-2015 Carol A. Gray, PNC
Michigan

2015-2018 Donna Adams, PNC
Arizona
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS AUXILIARY
PAST NATIONAL ADJUTANTS

1922-1925 Genevieve Brown, PNC
Minnesota

1925-1927 Marguerite Atkins
Minnesota

1927-1928 Ivy E. Guseman
Colorado

1928-1965 Ann Fouts Weber, PNC
Colorado

1965-1986 L. Kit Seal Feighner
Ohio

1986-2008 Maria M. Tedrow, PNC
Ohio

2008-2014 Judy Hezlep
Ohio

2015-2022 Patricia Kemper
Kentucky
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