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2016-2017 National Officers

National CoOMMANTET .......cciii i e e e e e e Frances J. Costa
National Senior Vice COMMaNdEr ..........coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee William Craig Johniken
National 1% Junior Vice COMMANEr ..........c..ccueieeeeecereie e see e eeee e Ellen L. Timmerman
National 2" Junior Vice COMMANET ...........cooovieeeeeeeeeeee e, Diane J. Franz
National 3™ Junior Vice COMMANET .............c.c.ceveeveveeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeieeenns Lynn Helms Prosser
National 4™ Junior Vice COMMANGET ...........cccoveveueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseee s eesen s Dorothy Reese
National Judge AAVOCALE ..........coeuiiiiii e Donna M. Adams
Immediate Past National Commander.............ccooiiieeiiiiiiiiiiis e Linda S. Stake

2016-2017 National Executive Committee Members

N = O R o 1= ! SR Lillian R. Halpin
NEC 2™ DISHHCE.......veveeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeteee e eeeteee st ees e st eee s e teee st ere s eaesennenaens Terry Grabowski
NEC 3™ DISITCE ...ttt ettt ee ettt ee e e eee e ee e e e e eee e Sylvia Heath
NEC 4" DISTHCE ..ottt et e e e e e, Linda Applegate
NEC 5™ DISIHCE ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e st e e s e Loretta J. Nosko
NEC 6™ DISIHC ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et ee e e e Grace James
NEC 7% DISHHCE ..ttt ettt n e, Delphia M. Bare
NEC 8™ DISIHCE ...vvveeeeeeeeee ettt ettt s et s et et s et s et e s see e eee e eaeee s Charlene Williams
=R R T3 SO Shirley Hill
NEC L0 DISITCE ..ottt ettt ettt e e eee e e e e e Teresita Morey
NEC L1 DISIHCE ..ottt et e e eee e e Denise Proffitt
= O 0T o3 SRR Carla Reynolds
NEC 13" DISIHCE ...ttt ettt ee e e en e Linda S. Bratcher
NEC LA™ DISITCE ..ottt ee e e e e, Laurie Pekarik
NEC 15" DISHHCE .....vvveveeeee ettt es e es e st e e s e eeeee e eaeee s Breanne Chandler
NEC 16" DISIHCE ...ttt s et es e ee et s et s et e s eee e ete e eeseneae e eaeeeas Melissa Valdez
NEC 17" DISIHCE .ottt ettt n e Beth V. Maughan
NEC 18" DISIICE ..vvcveveeeeeeieeieeeie ettt n e st sesees Carol Rundell
NEC 19" DISHTCE ...v.veveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeee et es et es e tees s st ese s s eeseeneseeeseseenseneens Delores D. Knapp
NEC 20" DISEHCE ..ottt ee e Christopher Easley
N =g Rl 1] (T3 ST Kimberly Stake

2016-2017 Chairmen/Appointees

AMEIICANISIM ..euiiic e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e eereaaaaes Lynn Helms Prosser
COMMUNITY SEIVICE ... Dorothy Reese
[ 1153 (0] PP P PP PP PPPPPPPPPP Margaret Snelling
[ (01 o] 7= | F PP SUPPPPPPRPIN Joyce Jefferson
JUNIOT ACHIVILIES ..o Julie Weissman-Steinbaugh
LEQISIALIVE .....ceiiiiiiiiieieeeee ettt Diane Franz
MEE HOIMES ... e e e William Craig Johniken
1T 0] 01T €] ] o P Ellen Timmerman
VAVS REPIESENTALIVE ... Nancy O. Mooney
YN A L= o] | Donna Folcarelli
CRAPIAIN. ... e Aura-Lee Nicodemus
SEIJEANT AL AIMNIS ...ttt e e et ettt e e e e e e e e rrbn e e e Sandra Fincel
Education Scholarship Fund Chairman ............ccccccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee LeeAnn B. Karg
Interim Constitution and Bylaws Chairman..............cccoeii i, Donna Tanner
Interim Constitution and Bylaws COMMILIEE ...........ccvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeee Cheryl Connors

Interim Constitution and Bylaws COMMILtEE ...........ccevvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, Delores A. Roussey
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Tana Penland
Kathy Weatherly
Marcella Storey
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Important Phone Numbers

Bereavement COUNSEIING ........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 1-202-461-6530
Civilian Health and Medical Program (CHAMPVA)........ccoovviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeinn 1-800-733-8387
Debt Management Center, Dept. of Veterans Affairs .........ccccccoevvvviiiiiiininnnnnn. 1-800-827-0648
Department of Veterans Affairs .............coiiiiiiiiiieiie e 1-877-222-8387
Lo [UTox= 11 To] o SRR 1-888-442-4551
Federal Recovery Coordination Program .............cceeiiiieeiiiieeiiiiiiee e, 1-877-732-4456
Headstones and Markers, Dept. of Veterans Affairs...........coouveiiiiieeineeeiiinnnnnn. 1-800-697-6947
HEaltN Care ..o 1-877-222-8387
Homeless Veterans Help Line, Dept. of Veterans Affairs .........ccccccvvvvviiinnnnnnn. 1-877-424-3838
[ (0] 0 0T I T T g ST 1-888-827-3702
National Cemetery Scheduling OffiCe...........ccoooiiiiiiii 1-800-535-1117
Presidential Memorial Certificate Program ............ccccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 1-202-565-4964
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD) ......ccooeveeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeee, 1-800-829-4833
VA BENETIES ... 1-800-827-1000
VA Benefits ASSISTANT SEIVICES......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e eeeeeeeees 1-800-749-8387
VA CaregiVEr SUPPOI.......oeeiiiiiie e e e ee e e eeee e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e esaaraa e e e eaeeeeeenns 1-855-260-3274
VA Life INSUFANCE SEIVICE .....uuuiiiiie et e e e e e et e e e e e e e eeeaaannn e e e e e e eeeeenes 1-800-669-8477
VA Pension Management HOtINE.............ccooviiii i 1-877-294-6380
VA Vet Center Call CeNeI........iiiii e e e e e eeeeees 1-877-927-8387
Veterans CriSIS LINE ..o 1-800-273-8255

Important Websites

Burial and Memorial BENefitS.........coovviiiiiiiii e www.cem.va.gov
CaregIVEr SUPPOIT c.ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt www.caregiver.va.gov
Education BENETItS........oooviiiiie e www.gibill.va.gov
Environmental EXPOSUIES..........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures
Health Care Elgibility ..........ccooiiiiiiiie e, www.va.gov/healthbenefits
HOMEIESS VEIEIANS ... e www.va.gov/homeless
HOMeE Loan GUAIANTY ......oouuiiiiiieiiieeee et enes www.homeloans.va.gov
I (= 1S U = T Lot WWW.insurance.va.gov
Memorial Certificate Program............cccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiicieecee e, WWW.cem.va.gov/pmc.asp
Mental Health .........ccoo o www.mentalhealth.va.gov
My HEAINE Vet ... ..o www.myhealth.va.gov
National ReSOUICe DIr€CIOINY ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e www.nrd.gov
PrOSENELICS ... e www.prosthetics.va.gov
o0 o < www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel
Returning Service MemBbBEerS ........cooouiiiiii e www.oefoif.va.gov
State Departments of Veterans Affairs .........cccoeeveeevviviiiiiciiiii e, www.va.gov/statedva.htm
WOMEN VELEIANS ...t eees www.womenshealth.va.gov
A N VA= O =T o] (= www.vetcenter.va.gov
RV AN [0 0 0TS = T T PP WWWw.va.gov

Source: Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents and Survivors
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AMERICANISM

IT'S NOT JUST A WORD....
IT'S OUR WAY OF LIFE......

By Lynn Helms Prosser, National Americanism Chairman

The PREAMBLE To The UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

A brief introductory statement of the Constitution's fundamental purposes and
guiding principles. It states in general terms the intentions of our Founding
Fathers regarding the Constitution's meaning and what they hoped the
Constitution would achieve.

The DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The fundamental document establishing the United States as a nation, adopted on
July 4, 1776. The declaration was ordered and approved by the Continental
Congress and was written largely by Thomas Jefferson. It declared the thirteen
colonies represented in the Continental Congress independent from Britian and
included the reasons and principles for the separation, eventually leading up to
the Revolutionary War.

The BILL OF RIGHTS

The first ten amendents to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1791 and guaranteeing
such rights as the freedom of speech, assembly and worship. It specifically
provided freedoms to citizens and limited the power of government.

"The AMERICAN'S CREED"

The title of a resolution passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on April 3, 1918
I believe in the United States of America, as a government of the people, by the
people, for the people, whose just powers are derived from the consent of the
governed; a democracy in a republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States;
a perfect union, one and inseparable; established upon these principles of
freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which all American patriots sacrificed
their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to love it, to support the
Constitution, to obey it's laws, to respect it's flag, and to defend it against all
enemies. - William Tyler Page, 1917



mE the 1?211]:[[2 of the United States,
in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution
for the United States of America.

Preamble to the United States Constitution, September 17, 1787



" Declaration of
Independence

July 4, 1776
hes S e % VIR

one people to dissolve the political bands which have

connected them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws
of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

(W hold these truths to be self-evident:

a'ho'r all men are created equal; that they are endowed by

(W hen in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for

their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these

are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure
these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, if is the right of the
people to alter or to abolish it, and fo institute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles, and organizing ifs powers in such
form, as o them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments fong
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more
disposed fo suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object,
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their
right, it is their duty, fo throw off such government, and to provide new
guards for their future security. Such has been:the patient sufferance
of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them

to alter their former systems of government....







